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The ATTESTATION. 1 


muſt be a Sina in Lise, 


mon religious Appearances in the, © 
ſeveral Parts of this Land, among Perſons. 
of all av and Charatters.. _ 


_ gets: 


This is -an 22 which - has in: + „„ 

Degree drawn every One's Attention, "and 

been the Subject of much Debate both in 

Converſation and Writing. And the rand 

Nen, is, ---- Whether it be a wants 
GoD, and how far it is 0 2 


de, moſt ſerious and i hah Ms 
niſters. and Chriſtians, have look d h 70 
be, in the main, a genuine mum of Gon, 
und the. Effet of that Een of the oY 
uur of Grace, which the. faithful hun: den 


5 Hintz hoping, {onging « and "RE For-'s 


hh has not heard of the uncom - 15 
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e e Bor'? Time they Jive has 
un ame Circumſtances ee it, to 
2 natural Temper, human Weakneſs, or 
i the Sabtiky and Malice of Satan Aon 
10 counter. act this Divine Operation. CET 


1 But hoy rightly to ning 4s 6 n- 
= ter.of no ſmall Diſficulty; and requires 
na ſcripmal Knowledge of, and an er- 

" perimental Acquaintance with tlie Things. 
| of the pier of God. begs 
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- M. Edwards's Diſcourſe. np * 
: diſtinguiſhing Marks of a Work of the 
of Gon, bar mot with defers'd Ac. 
me, md been of great Uſe.--- The fob. 
| by another dear and 
Aferen Part of the 
h iN wt in our Opinion, exceeding. 
2 avafted ta ſerve the Jamo Defign, via. 
3 0 belp People to judge of the Preſent Work, 
| 5 eks and how farb it is of GO and” 
to remove b. Preſudices, which may keep: 
them from” owning it t tbę. Honour of Gn, 
— 2 coming e. the. OPT. 
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2 Redemption p 
vera diſtind Parts of. it ,Convition, Con- 
verſion, and Conſolation-: Fhe N 
ty of Regeneration and Faith in Order 10 
final Salvation, and. the Neceſſity of Convio- 
tion and 3 in Order. 40 CY 
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Whoever takes up this Bo ane n 
has as it were in bis Hands a Glace 
which. be may behold: what Mae a6. 
1 he is F 53 or „ 3 
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De en in which it appears,” is « Dis: 
| us iſtical 3 in the Manner of a Converſa- 
55 carried on by Perſons under borrowed 
Names ; which makes it not the leſs plea- 
fant, entertaining, and inſtruftive. It is a. 
Method the beſt ſuted of any to anſwer the 
Deſign : For this Way of Inſtruftion is 
| the moſt-eaſy and familiar ; engages the 
Attention more cloſely, ſtrikes the Mind. . 
moe directiy, and gets the neareſt Acceſs to 
_ Conſcience, which the Reader will eaſily 
diſcern to be the ſpecial Aim of the rc 
boſe Name would bave been a ſufficient 
Recommendation of the Work, had he thought 
nis proper to have prefix 4 it toa Performance 
| : 32 thus Kind. « | , 
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1 MF in the unt 0 that, as many off us 
as babe had the Pleaſure to read it in Ma- 
11 nuſcript, do with Freedom and Sari factiam 

© recommend it to thoſe into whoſe Hands it 
'F may come, and them to the ble{ſed Infiuen-" 
ah, the Divine SPIRIT in the reading. of: 
- ut "If particular a ons, — They 


are 
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are N it, would ar it were place 
themſelves in the Room of the Inquirer : 
in the Converſation thugs repreſented, © with 
an open Mind and 4 ſerious Di ſition; 
the important Things which are the Subje& 

of it, might, by the Bleſſing of Carisr, be 
brought o cloſe and home to them, as to put 
them into ſomething of a like Frame with: 
that which the two Diſciples were in, 
while they convers'd with the riſen Sc . 
in their Way to Emmaus, who ſaid after- _ 
warde one to another, Did not our Hearts 
burn within us, while he talked with us 
Py the Way, and * he e to us 
he  STHPLUTES ? 


And tn 3 this EE to bee 
orld,-we would be underſtood as owning, F 
Le a publick Teſtimony to, bat 
5 call'd the preſent Work of GOD in this. = 

, as it is here ſtated and diſtinguiſh'd/ . 
”y Lee rom thoſe Diſorders, Errors, 1 
d Deluſions, which are only the unhappy-, * 
of ceidents ſometimes accompanying of it) o 
cy was a e Dif} play * the 7 
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Wander, ercite our Praiſes, and engage our 
en for the Preſervation and Progreſs of 
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* ad May thr Children of GOD then unite in 
1 that Prayer, Let thy Work appear more and 


0 wn he 
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Mays unto thy Servants, and thy Clan 
unto their Children; And the Beat 
- ofthe LORD our GOD be upon us 7. 
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[Between a MixisrzR and Se 
his Congregation, about the Hirt ane 
in the Convittion and Converſun 9 of . Sinners 
fo remarkably of late begun und. arty of. 
in theſe American Keats EA 
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25 W e viſited by: A Gea-: J 
3 92885 tleman of his Congregation, their 
TY, A re turn d upon there» 
75 8 0 s Appeatances, Whichere . 
2 preſent ſuch, Matter of Speculatt> = 
n and — This Conference ring 
roy ſo very ſeruiceable to that Gentlemans | 
is hop'd that if communicated ta the World, 6 
mayn't fail of ſomg Uſefalneſs do -owns, . 
ifo, in theſe Times of general : 
vehings of Heart, about-the Way: of | Jeſs 


A Diſplay 


28 J can, to ſet the Subſtance of that Conver- 
ſation in View, with its happy Effects; repre- 
ſenting the Perſons concerned under the bor- « 
owed Names of of beophilus and Epinetun. 


The DriaLoGUe proceeded in the follow- 1 
| ing Manner. 5 7 


TEEorhilos. You have doubtleſs heard 
the joyful Tidings from ſeveral Parts of the | 
Country, of the great Revival of Religio „ of | 
the numerous Convictions and ( as we hope) 
ſaving Converſions to God, among Perſons of | 
all Ages and Characters, as well as moſt dif- 
ferent moral Qualifications. You can't but 
| Have heard of the ſerious and awful Concern | 
among Multitudes of every Sort, about the 
Salvation of their Souls; how Miniſters, have | 
been quicken'd and revived ; ſecure and ſenſu- 
al Perſons awaken d; F orindlifts and Self- | 
Deceivers detected and undeceived ; Sincere 
Chriſtians comforted and ſtrengthned ; and i t- 
how even out of the Mouths of Babes and Suck- . . 
lings Chriſt bas perfected Praiſe.--- I hope you 
will join with me in adoring and magnifying W*©+ 
the Name of God, for this wonderful ee 1 
ol his Power and Grace. 975 
| Exmeros. I am afraid either to Goat My 
“ og think any. Thing that may be derogatory 
6 40-the free Grace of God; or that may ne 
">, 35 
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flect any Diſhonour to his bleſſed Spirit: 
4 And yet I can't but acknowledge, that 
« many of the late Appearances are Matter of 
“ Stumbling to me; and very diſſonant to 


- 


„ the Apprehenſions J have hitherto enter - 


tance. 


„ tain'd of. Religion. I am therefore glad 


&« 5ou have introduced this Diſcourſe, that I 
„ may have Opportunity to propoſe my Diffi- - 
© culties ; and that you may obviate them; 
and give me Satisfaction, if you can, 


TnzopH. I ſhall chearfully endeavour. ac- 
cording to my Capacity, to conſider and an- 
ſwer your Objections, if you'l be pleas'd to 
propoſe them ſeparately; and to lay aſide- all 
Pcejudices againſt the Truth and the Evidences 


Jof it, that may be laid before you. This laſt 


Condition I have the greater Reaſon to, inſiſt 


upon, becauſe your eternal Intereſt does imme- 
2 dfately depend upon it; and a- Love to your 


own Soul ſhould diveſt you of all Prepoſſeſſi- 
ons, in an Affair of ſuch infinite Impor- 
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Ermer. I acknowledge, Sir, that your 

Condit ons are juſt and reaſonable. And 

I hope my Conduct will convince you, that 
** Fam not willing to loſe. my Soul, by a te- 


**-nacious Adherence to my own. Seatiments,* 
** a fond Opinion of my preſent Safety; or a 
+ wrangling Humour and Diſpoſition, EY 
Ss r 
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5 ſhall therefore endeavour modeſtly to pro- 


4 poſe my Objections; and impartially to at- 
* tend to your Anſwers,” 


THEorH, Be pleaſed then to propoſe your 


| firſt Odjection, that it may be diſtinctly con- 


nder d. 
EIN ET. © I firſt object againſt thoſe 


© FricnTs and TERROR, that fo com- 


* monly abound, not only among ourſelves, 
<< but in ſeveral Parts of the Country. Can 


<<. jt be ſuppos'd, that a merciful God ſhould 
take Pleaſure in the melancholly Dejecti- 
bons, Soul-Diſtreſſes, and deſponding Fears 


of his Creatures ? --- I muſt confeſs, I have 
Da very different Idea of the divine Na- 


* 


* 


Tor. No, Sir, it can't be ſuppoſed, 


chat God takes Pleaſure in the Miſery of any } 
of his Creatures, as ſuch. But it muſt be ſup-- | 
| pos'd agreeable to the divine Goodneſs, to de- 
| Hier his reaſonable Creatures from their Mi- 


ſery, in a Method agreeable. to their rational 


Nature. And that this-is . applicable to the 
Caſe before us, may perhaps appear evident to 


4 


vou, if you'l be pleaſed to anfwer me to à few 
Queſtions, --- And I firſt enquire, Whether 
WO we arc not all of: us, whillt unconverted, 
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ful and guilty Creatures in the Sight of 
God? | 4 


Er NET. © Moſt certainly Beth Few 
<< ind Gentile are all under Sin; 3 the whole, 
* *World are become guilty before God. | 


* Taroen: I enquire again, Whether all 
that remain in this State of Sin and Guilt, are- 
not under a Sentence of Condemnation Ms the: 
Law of God ? | 


kErixkr. «© This muſt allo be TOS ; 
He that believeth not, is condemned already 3 3. 
© and the Wrath of Cod abideth on him. + | 
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THrEeoPH: ths not every Vnbeliever bable 
Every Moment, to have this Sentenee of Con- 

2 Jemnation executed upon his Soul n 
Kringe. That cannot be deny'd. Fot 
* we know not at what Hour the Son of Man 
will come, whether at Evening, at Mi ramght, | 

* at Cock-crowng, or in the Morning. 


| TIS rt; Is it poſſible for? any Man to be 
aſy and ſecure under a ſenſible Impreffion, 
hat he is an Enemy to God, ap, Heir of Hell 
id Damnation; and that be may be, for 

8b he: Enows, before to morrow Morning of 
PD ok £75 among 
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| among Devils : 10 damned Spirits, in the 
** that burns with Fire and Brimſtone ? 


i ErIN ET. Rut has not every one a Re- 
cs fuge to fly to? Is not 8 Chriſt * 1 
« offer'd in the Goſpel: rh : 


| Tazorn, *Tis certainly impoſlible to. TRE 

too high Apprehenſions of the Riches of Goſ- 
« pel-Grace, of the Wonders. of redeeming Love, 
or of the Readineſs of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to- 
fave the worſt of Sinners, upon Goſpel- Terms, | 
---But I muſt yet enquire of you, what thoſe | 
A Terms and Conditions are, upon which the 
Tord Jeſus Chritt and his ſaving Benefits are 

| 10 freely offered i in the Goſpel ? | | 


. * TY 3 The bleſſed Reviaur, 1 5 of- 
2 & fers himſelf and his glorious Salvation to- 
all, who will believe in him and live to 

ans him. FR. z 


T1 H korn. But do all Men n in Chriſt; 
"add live to him ? 


| 4 EIN ET. ; "wp No Alt: Men PERL not * 
. Faith, - | 


'Tuxorth Has any Map à natural N ; 
ans N in the Lord a Chiſt.; 5; 9d agg 
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y I uncopable-3a, comply with the graci-» i 
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thereby to obtain. an Intereſt in him and die 
offer d Salvation? 7 ep, 955 


ws. «© No E our Lord bimſelf aflures« 
cc. us, that no Man can come unto bim, except 
& the Father draw him. 


4 


THzoPH. Does - God- the Father aQually. 5 
draw every Man to Chriſt, give them a lively 
Faith in him ; and a Tale to his Salvation. z. 


or has he any where promiſed that he wi 1 
do ſo ? : 


ErineT. © No ! he has 1 theſe. 
« Things from thelViſe and Prudent; and reveal= 
«ed thewi unts Bakus; =» ſome it is given to- 
** znow the Myſteries of the Kingdom of, God: bat. 


to others it is not giuen. 


| Tugopn. This then is the Caſe of a con- 
vinced Sinner. He has a ſenſible View, that 
he is by Nature a Child of. Wrath, that he is: W 
guilty of numberleſs Sins both of Qmiſſion and. 
Commiſſion, that he is by the Law of God 
ſentenced to eternal Condemnation ;. and la- 
ble every Moment to have the dreadful Sen- 


tence executed upon him, to his everlaſtings/ 


Ruin.--- He has hitherto: withſtood the Offers» © 


of Salvation ia the Goſpel, which. dreadfully 
ageravates his. Guilt Mifery.--- He finds 
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* 8 A Dis 


ou 8 of Salvation by Tis Chriſt i] 
and has therefore no Claim to the Comforts 2 - | 


them, Though God can, if he pleaſes, pi 


him. this Power: he has no Security that God | 
ever will. --- He knows that if he dies in his * 
-preſent State, he has nothing before him but 'F 

fearful Expectation of fiery Indignation, which - 
ſhall conſume him, And whether he ſhall ever. | 
obtain a ſaving Change, is to him dreadfully | 
uncertain. He may die ſuddenly in his Guilt | 
and Pollution, He may return (as many o- 
thers have done) like a Dog te his Vomit, to 
nal Security and Impenitence; or he may. | 
"deceive himſelf with a falſe Hope; and be 


found too late with a Lie in his right Hand,--- 


In a Word, He has utmoſt Certainty of a moſt: 
. dreadful © Damnation, if he dies in his preſent 
Condition; and at the beſt but an Uncertainty, 
14 Whether he ſhall eſcape the eternal Wrath of an 
| God. And now judge you, whether a. | 
+ reaſonable Being can poſſibly avoid a diſtreſſing 
Concern, upon a realizing Apprehenſion of 
ſuch an amazing State of Guilt and Danger. 


* 4 J. confeſs my ſelf ſomething 


< ſurprized with this Repreſentation of the 


c indeed, if it ſhould prove my own Caſe. 


4% But yet Tcan't apprehend how Convictions 
* t Terrors are any Way conducive to a 


Recov "eu 


4 Cafe :--- You have ſet it in ſuch a Light as 
L never before ſaw it. --- It will be dreadiul 


5 
T 


I ſponding Fear 
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© Recovery. from this State and Condition, 
© be it ever fo difficult and dangerous. 


Faith in Chriſt is the only Remedy; and 
* what more oppoſite to Faith than theſe 5 


2 


Tuo. The Lord grant that you and 1 


hen God ſays there is no Peace for us! Ie 


| ertainly concerns us ſolemnly to conſider aft 


Affair of fuch vaſt Importance, ---- I would 


' Wherefore defire you to tell me, what you un- 
erſtand by that Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, " which 
ou mention as the only wet fora "oY 


ondemned Sinner. 


fered to us in the Goſpel. . 


Trtoren, Well now, Can an Man receive 
pe Lord Feſus Chrift upon Goſpe -Terms, while 


2 prefers the World, his Lofts, and EY 
ratifications before him 2 


Erixzr. 4 No ! If any Sis: Sorts „ 
Cg; and hate not his Fat ber and Mother, 
ad Wife, end 9 e Broebriw and 


* * 


* 12 ” 


EeineT, © I underſtand Faith i in Na a 
Chriſt to be a receiving him, and reſting — 
upon him alone for A as 5 is of- 


” — — - _— 


_—_— 


Hay take Heed to ourſelves, that our Hearts ben's 1 
ece'd; and not cry Peace to our Souls, 


mow. alt , 


* © 
Q 
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| 10 A Diſplay 


E 0 ers q yea,; and his ownLife alſo, he cannot 
“ % bis Diſciple, | 


TukorH. Do you. think that the goſpeli- 
zed World in general have ſuch a Value for MK 
Jeſus Chriſt, as to prefer an Intereſt in him to 
their moſt- darling Luſts, their deareſt Rela- 


tions ; and even to their own Lives ? 


| teh « No! The contrary to this i is 
ble, in the Multitudes that go on in 
© their ſenſual Purſuits ; and will not com 


© moſt v. 


1 unto Chri ft, that hey edt bave Life. 


nern. What do you think is the Rea- | 
. that no Means will prevail upon theſe} 
ſenſual Worldlings, to conſider the Intereſts off 
their immortal Souls; or to fet any ſuitablef 


Value by. a preciquy Saviour 4 


| Erin r. I know of no Reaſon, | but] 


« their blockiſh Stupidity.“ 


Tuxorn. That is, they EY no > ee 
Senſe of their Sin and Danger; and therefore 
no active Deſire of a Deliverance from it, 
5 They have no lively Apprehenſiòn of their Ne · 
ceſſity of an Intereſt in Chriſt; and therefore 


no proper Sollicitude to obtain it. -- They are 
in Love with their Luſts and Idols; which my 
be more embitter'd to em, before they can be 
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willing to part with them, ---- Their ont 
lind is Enmity to God and Godlineſs ; and 
Whey cannot ſubmit to the Yoke of Chriſt, un- 
il the Yoke of Sin and Satan more ſenſibly Y 


7 


Burden to *em.--- Their ſenſual Pleaſures and 
W3ratifications appear more deſirable and de- 
Wightful to em, than an Intereſt in Chrift and 
Life of Holineſs and Piety. They cannot 
Mherefore help but chooſe them, as preferable to 
Ine Salvation propoſed in the Goſpel, until an 
waken'd Conſcience diſcovers to them their 
iſery and Folly, makes them feel themſelves 
Periſbing with Hunger; and thereby puts em 
pon a proper Concern about returning to thei 
W ather's Houſe. 
le 
| Ermzr. $4 Don't . every Body 3 the 
Danger of a ſinful Life; and the Miſery of 
2 Chriſtleſs State, without theſe Convic- 
ons and en F ien and Sur- 2 
E | — 
| Tuzorn. They who are * up andes 
it, Voſpel-Light, have a doctrinal Knowledge of 
e- Peſe Things : but no feeling ſenſible Impreſ- 
greßß on of them. We ſee in Fact, bow. many 
Perſons of Knowledge and Capaeity there be, 
who have all their Lives! had the great Things 
f their eternal Peace incylcate upon them in 
in ne Mae of the Golpel; 8 0 yet live and 


5 die 


Falls their Necks ; and appears an intolerable 


= . —— WER 3. Ee ere Ir AE 1 er — — 
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nw --- | Diſplly 5 


before them, We ſee in Fact, that among 
| thoſe who have a ſufficient ſpeculative Know- 


wanton and unclean Luſts; though they can't 


Deſtruction and Death. But then on the con- 


not realize his own periſhing - Circumſtances 


Danger, Miſery, and Neceſſity of an Lateref 


— 


Yie as if they had no Souls to be faved or dam- H.! 
ned, no future Retribution or eternal World So 

L 
ledge of the DoQtrines of the Goſpel, the Drun- 
kard follows his Cups, and the Adulterer his 


D 
er) 
but acknowledge, that theſe are the Paths offer) 


6 
trary; how many Inſtances (through the great 
Goodneſs, of God) have we lately ſeen, of all 
thorough Reformation of theſe ſinful Courſes, 
of an earneſt Enquiry after an Intereſt in Chriſt, 
of an hearty Acceptance of an offer'd Savi- 
our ; and of a holy and religious Life, among 
thoſe, who by ſtrong Convictions have been 
brought to a ſenſible Impreſſion of the great 
Concerns of an eternal World! - -In ſhort, it 
is impoſſible to be otherwiſe, but that the ſe- 
cure Sinner muſt indulge his Luſts while they 
remain ſo pleaſant to him, and he feels no 
Danger in their Gratification; and that hej 
muſt reject a tendred Saviour, whilſt he doeg 


and want of Salvation. ---- And on the otheH E 
Hand, It is impoſſible to be otherwiſe, but tha fr 
a convinced Sinner muſt be in earneſt enquitinꝗg = 
after the Way of Salvation, while he feehß hi * 


in Chriſt, 


Ermer. 


3 N : 
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Erifizt.. © Do you then Guts that 1 
none are brought to believe in Chriſt, witl⸗ 
out ſuch previous Convictions and awakning 


s. Concern as you ſpeak. of? 


TrEoPH, Awaken'd 3 * chrough 
Pery different Degrees of Conviction, prepara- 
Wory to their Faith in Chriſt.--- But I cannot 
26 how. any Perſon that is arrived to an Age: 
Sf rational Conſideration and Choice, can: r 
eive the Lord Jeſus Chriſt upon Goſpel- 
WT erms, till he is at leaſt brought to ſame ſen - 
ble Apprehenſion of the Miſery of his preſent 
tate, and of his abſolute Neceſſity of 2 Savi- 
Wur.---Be you (Sir) yourſelk Judge in this 
-aſe.---Can any Man be in earneſt en * 
ter a Saviour from a State of Sin, Guile and 

ifery, which he is mne of k. Ni T 


Erix er. « That's : a plals Gantradiiion.” 


Tazorm:; Can any Man in earneſt. flee 
om Dangers, 'which en dees nor fears: 2 


EIN ET. No! thats manifeſtly in incon=. 
* ſiſtent. 2 2 

*. Can any Mike attic to 2 
ept of Chriſt upon his own Terms; and to 
orlake all for Ds” 5 he henoNecefiey os 3 


* * 


r 
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an Intereſt in him; but prefers his Laſs: and 
Kols before him ? 


eme r. „This likewiſe is a manifeſt con- . 
1 tradiction.“ 

* Can any Man 1 receive | Crit for 
bis Lerd, while he is chearfully and delight- 
fully living i in the Service of Sin, Satan, and 
the World 7 | ; 

Err. 66 No certainly | N a | 

can ſerve two Maſlers,who have Wer con- 1 
4 trary Commands, 


- Tuzorn, Well then by your own Con- : 
982, it is neceſſary from the Nature of 
Things, that preparatory to an actual Recepti- 
on of Chriſt, a Sinner muſt have ſome impreſ- 
; ſed Senſe, that he is in a State of Sin, Guilt 

and Miſery ; and that he is in Danger of the 
Wrath to come. He muſt have ſuch a Diſco-Y 
very of the Evil and deadly Nature of his Sins, 
as will cauſe him to prefer an Intereſt in Chriſti 
and the great Salvation, to his moſt darling 
Luſts and Idols; and chuſe the Service off 
Chriſt, before the Service of Sin, Satan and the 
World. And what  Inducement can ſuch ali 
Perſon poſſibly have, to give this Preference to 
the Service'of Chrit, but either Love-to him 
er Fear of Danger? Laue to enn he Bec 
Bol 


* ” 
6. V4 
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not have. F or that is the Conſequence of 

faith; and can never go before it. This muſt 
herefore be the Product of Fear, of ſuch Fear 
Vs is effective of this wonderful Change in the 
rame and Diſpoſition of the Soul. And now 
Having thus allow'd the Premiſes, can you deny © 


ion as will excite a proper Sollicitude about 
eliverance from deſerved Wrath, ate a neceſ- 
ry Preparation to a — of Chriſt by 
Faith? | 

Erman I don't ſee what Apfwer: can 
be given to the Evidence you. have GEE, 
: a 509; this Head, wa 


1 25 =_ 
Tse If we conſider this Cafe i in auo- = 

i-Yher View, you will find the ſame Concluſion 

{- WÞllow.---A ſaving Faith, according ta your:own. 


eſcription, does as well imply a depending 1 


Poſpel-Terms; and can any Man be brought 
this without previous Convictions of his loſt 


iberty to aſk you a few Queſtians, to_whick 
ol only deſire a conſiderate and candid Anſwer. 
hel And I would firſt n the 
2 oſt careleſs and ſecure ad, Gr 
to uld be ſo eaſy and quiet #5 they appear to be, 


im they expected to liye and die in "they preſent 
in- ate of SIN and Guilt ? 


he Concluſion, that ſuch Degrees of Convic- © | 


. _ 


nd undone State? I would_here:alfo take 


= 1/7 for Salvation, as receiving him upon 


- 


C 2 OAT Frwer. [ j 
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EIN ET. No } They can't but know 


4e that they are at preſent in the Paths of Mei 
Death and Hell. And Sinners in Zion would Wo 
be afraid, Fear fulneſs would ſurprize the Hy-We: 
** pocrite, if they really expected 19 dwell with 
«© devourmg Fire; and to o inbabit everloflingf 
25 5 
2 15 
Tuzorn. By what do you fuppoſe they or- 
in quiet their Conſciences, in ſuch a State Hh 
as this? En. 
| he 
ErN ET. © By Purpoſes of future Repen. Par 
45. tance and Reformation,” Hos 
; Peta 
Turok. And is it not a Contradiction, Iba 
to depend principally, if pot wholly, upon Pur- oer 
poſes of future Repentance and Reformati · no 
on ; and yet to ref upon Chrift alone Ju End 
Salvation. 3 a 
Err. *. It ſeems ſo.” | : 
| Tuzopn, Could theſe Perſons ,offibly quiet}* t 
aheir Conſciences with thefe good Purpoſes, i 
. they did not ſuppoſe themſelves capable to fal 7'v 
Kill them; or at leaſt, if they did not expe ] 
Fu their Duties to obtain that — & | , 
18 krmr. * Ne think not. k 
| : Tuxer . 


Pax 


Of Gov 's ſpectal Gracr. 17 


ure World cannot poſſibly reſt uponChriſt alone 
or Salvation, while their Security itſelf. ſuppo- 
„-es that they are depending upon their own 


apacity to exerciſe, or at leaſt to obtain the 


uſt be brought out of that Security, before 
hey can ſavingly believe in Jeſus Chrift: Or 
In other Words, that Convictions mult preceed 
heir Converſion to God. --- But I go on to 
Fnquire, By what Means Sinners uſually quiet 
heir Conſciences, when they upbraid them for 
Particular Sins, either of Omiſſion or Commiſ- 
ion; or ſet the Guilt and Danger of their 


tate before their Eyes? 2 You are ſenſible 


hat there is nothing more common, than for 
nce ; and return again to former Calmneſs 


se this is done? 


ſhould now relate my own Experiences in 
| this Caſe. For I can't but bea Stranger to 
dhe Operations of other Men's Minds. 1 
will thereſore inform you ſomething of the 
F. Eurit of my own Soul, in the 1 
you propoſe. Though (I thank God) I 
= Toke been kept from groſs Enormities:; and 


1 9 Men; yet I * feel the Ac : 
C 


* 


Taxon. It is therefore evident, that a ſe- 


race they hope for; & conſequently that 9 A 


Perſons to wear off ſuch Laſhes of Conſci- 
End Serenity of Mind. And how do 92 * : 


Erix ET. You nd J fee, ** 1 


have had a good Reputation fort Religion a- 5 


1 8 cuſations 


1 
| 
| 
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"0s 8 of Conſcience, both for the Neg- 


0 s lect, or careleſs Performance of Duty; _ 4 


« for the many finful Imperfections of my 


T Life. Theſe awaken me to Reſolutions | 
e through God's Grace, that I will be more | 
* diligent and conſcientious in the Performance 
© of Duty, that I will maintain a more watch- | 
% ful and careful Regard to my Heart and: 
Life, that they may be regulated according : 
56 to the Goſpel of Chriſt : and I can't but 
< hope that God will for Chriſt's ſake, ac- 
«6 cept my Duty and N 3 and not 


Ra * impute my Sin to me”? 


_ 'THEoPH. What you repreſent as your own | 


Caſe, is common to Multitudes beſides your 


ſelf. And -indeed Sir, I ſhould be guilty. of | 


greateſt Unfaithfulneſs, if I did not tell you, that 


9 . all this is far ſhort of any good Evidence of aState | 


of Safety.--In your Purpoſes and Endeavours to 


reform and regulate your Duties and Conver- 


ſation, you do well: but while you raiſe your 


Hope of Acceptance with God upon this Foun- 


dation, you are building upon a Quick-Sand. 
You expect your Duties and Repentance will 
be accepted for Chriſt's ſake before you clear ĩt up 
to your ſelf, that you are intereſted in Chriſt, 


and have a Claim to his Interceſſion. Has 
Chriſt purchaſed for you the Power to atone 
for your Sins by your Duties, your good Re- 
Jolutions and Reformations; or is this agree- 


able 


* 
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able to your Deſcription: of Faith ? Are En- 
deavours to pacify an offended God- by your 
Performances, conſiſtent with your reſting upon 
= Chriſt alone for Salvation ?--- It is plain from 
this Account of your Caſe, that inftead of de- 
pending upon what Chriſt has done and ſuffer- 
Wed for you, your Dependance is upon what 
ou do, or intend'to do for him. --- You are 
by Nature dead in Treſpaſſes and Sins; and 
how can your Duties and good Purpoſes revive, 
you ?---You owe ten "Thouſand Talents to 
divine Juſtice ; and will your Reſolutions of 
future Obedience pay the Debt ?--- You have 
W (if Chriftleſs) no Title to Salvation ; and will 
you purchaſe the eternal Inheritance with your 
own Performances ?---Allow me to proceed as 
before; and aſk you a few Queſtions:upon this: 
Caſe of yours, as you have repreſented it. 
Have you ever ſenſibly felt the Sinfulneſs of 
your Nature, the Hardneſs of your Heart; 
and 71 natural Enmity to God and God- 
lineſs? e ops 


— 


— 


7 


EeineT. ©* Truly Sir, though I ben't 
ignorant of this, I dare not ſay that I 
have had a. ſenſible and feeling - Impreſfi-" 
c | 5 87 27 


* 


Tagorh. How then can you depend upon 

Chriſt for Salvation, when you bave no feeſing 

Penſe of your want of a Saviour; nor what. 
> * re =o 8 , that- * - | 
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that Salvation is. you are to depend upon (hit 
' for,---Permit me yet to enquire, Have you 
had a ſenſible Apprehenſion of your juſt Deſert} 
WW ofGod's' Wrath; and of your utter Unworthi- 
WW. neſs that he ſhould ever beſtow Mercy upon 
I you? Or to uſe St. Paul's Expreſſion, has 
the Law come with fuch Power, that 5 has 
revived and you died ? 


— 


vEemET. © EINER always known this toff 
©& be Truth, that I am by Nature in a State 
WW © of Guilt; and mo unworthy of God's 
WW © Mercy. ” | 
Trorh. So do the very worſt of Men; 
Fe even the Devils themſelves, --- But if you 
have no more than a. doctrinal Knowlege off 
this, How can you depend upon Chriſt alone Pin 
for Salvation, when you han't ſo much as felt 
that you are not already ſafe ? How can youWnc 
depend uponChriſt to ſave you from the Wrath 

ro come, when you have no realizing Appre- 
henfion of your being expos'd to that tremen- 
- dous Wrath? What Sort of Salvation can Wn 
ſuch a. Perſon depend upon Chrift for ? --- 1 
muſt yet take Leave further to enquire of you, 
whether you have ever been feelingly ſenſible, 
that your bigheſt Attainments in Religion are 
not only Loſ5, as being imperfect and unequal 
to the Demands of Juſtice ; but Dang (a pol- uro 
5 luted Thing ) through the ee 155 
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m Wends them; and the Guilt thereby contraQ- 
ou d ?--- You are ſenfible from whoſe Experi- 
It BSnce I take this Enquiry. And have you ever 


as Erix zT. I cannot ſay that I have.“ 


Tugork. How then have you wor Chrif, 
een found in him, and depended only upon 


ou yet have on your own Righteouſueſs which 

„% the Lau; and have never yet realized 

So your felf the infinite Defects of all you are 
and can do? O Sir, if you had a juſt View“ 


Purpoſes that you could ever boaft of, you 
ould be deeply ſenſible, that the Defe& and 
Sinfulneſs that accompany them, mig ht juſtly 
Fondemn both you and them.- Bear with me 
ou Wonce more; if I proceed to enquire, Have 


btaining a Victory over your Corruptions, of 
obtaining a more ſpiritual Habit and Diſpoſiti- 
on of Soul; and a more acceptable Perfor- 

ance of religious Duty ; or eyen'any good | 


ad active Endeavours, until you ate united to 


TcFChrifty and derive all-gracious Supplies from 
iim - Has this View of your Impotence 
9 ought you in a Way of moſt. diligent Duty, 
A © "lie at God's Foot as a guilty helpleſs Sin- 


— 


nr, 


i- Peen able to ſay as St. Paul did in thiCaſe?⁵ 


„ Kigbteouſueſi which is of God by. Faith, while \& 


f the beſt Duties, and the beſt Frames and. 9 


ou given up all Hopes and ExpeRations 'of | | 


Qnalification whatſoever, by your moſt earneſt 
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Mind ?- Let your Conſcience impartially an- 
yourſelf, that it is impoſſible, from the Nature 


cation. And yet it is equally impoſſible to de - 


offered Salvation. . 


of his Nature, and the Enmity of his Heart to 


* Guile and Pollution of his bee Attainments; | 
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ner, that * no Claim to Merey, reſolving | 
never to reſt until you are intereſted in him, 
and are thereby renewed in the Spirit of your 


ſwer to theſe Enquiries. For you may aſſure 


of Thisgs, to depend upon Chriſt for Salvation; 
and at the ſame Time to maintain a reſerv'd}j 
Expectation of obtaining gracious Qualificati-W 
ons by your own Endeavours. This, in other 
Words, is to depend only upon Chrift ; while 
you depend partly upon . for Sanctifi- 


pend upon Chriſt at all, in any other Way than 


a Courſe of diligent Buty. For by neglect- | 
ing this, you practically < - him and his 


* ce You ſeem, Sir, to have forgot 


Ki the Subject we were upon.---How- does all 


© this prove the Neceſſity of thofe Soul-Di- ; 
« ſtreſſes, of which we were diſcourling ? ? 


_Tazorn.. No, Sir, I have not forgot - the 
Subject of our Diſcourſe. ' I will now leave- it 
to you to judge, whether it is poſſible for any 
Man to be feelingly ſenſible of the Sinfulneſs. 


God, of his utter Unworthineſg of God's Fa- 
vour, of the infinite Defects and even of the 


— 


% ; * S in 
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n Religion, whilſt Chriſtleſs; and of his own 
mpotence and utter Inability to help himſelf, 
r ever make his Caſe better by any Power;of 
is own ; and yet under. a Senſe of all this 
iſery, to remain ſecure and eaſy, ---- Judge © 
ou, whether it be not abſolutely neceſſary, 
What this View muſt put any reaſonable Being 
Inder Diſtreſs, Brees On to the Impreſ- 
hon of theſe Things upon his Mind; or whe-. | 
ner it does not appear from what has been ſaid, WM 
Jo be an Inconſiſtency, for any Man to believe. 


In Chriſt, before he has had ſome ſenſible Im- 
e- reſkon of theſe Things. — al 
in 


Erix ET. What Neceſſity is there of ſuen 
is a Senſibility of theſe Things, as you ſpeak Ml 
of? Is it not ſufficient, that we know 'emz . "Ml 
and act accordingly 7 =: = 


\ . - 
_ 


i THeopn. Have we not to do with an om- 
i- Piſcient God, a God that ſearcheth the Heart? 
nd the Reins, a God that demandeth our 
Fearts; and requireth Truth in our inward , - Ml 
Waris ? And can our Hearts be in thoſe 
hings, which we have no Impreſſion of? Be 
ot deceived, God won't be mockt with-lifeleſs MM 
retences. He will bring us indeed (and not 
| | Speculation only) to lie at his Foot and bo- 
bis Sovereignty, before he will reveal. bis Son 
he i: 1. He will bring us ſenſibly and et doc- WM 
Finally only, to ſee our own loſt and undone | 
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kun Diſcourſe the Gentleman 


chang 'd Countenance, fetch'd 
A —5 Sigh, and ſat ſome con 
ſiderable Time ſilent in a mu- 


ce me rational Evidence of a Sort of natural 
e Neceſſity of Convictions and ſpiritual Di- 
e ſtreſſes, preparatory. topur receiving of Chrili 

d by Faith,--- But how does it appear, theft 
8. e are the Operations of the Spiri 
% God ; or that they are any more that 

8 the mere Exerciſe of our nature Paſſions 


God 1 in this Caſe Tt any. new Apps; 
* | . 5 kite 
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State, to renounce our own. Confidences; 5 _ 
to fly to Chriſt for Refuge, If we have but 
a, netional and not real Hymiliation and Faith, 
we muſt likewiſe obtain but a notional and not 2 
xeal Salvation. | 


2 
2 


Kit was ehfory' d, YT upon 


fin ng Poſture. After which 
he proceeded as followeth. {-- 


: N 
Erikur, ee You have (I confeſs) given 


nbi I do not ſuppoſe, that. the Spin 


- # 


of Gon 8 ſpecial _ 25 


ites or Paſſions into our Souls ; but that he 


Laickens and actuates our natural Paſſions, to a 
ational and proper Exerciſe, --- And that. this, 


s his Work, that theſe Convictions are produ- 
ed by his Almighty Energy, is manifeſt from 


nany Conſiderations ; and eſpecially from this 
hat our Lord Jeſus Chriſt has promiſed to ſend 


he Comforter - for that very End, that he may vu 


&--2r0ve or convince the World of Sin, of Righ- 
eouſneſs : and of Judgment. John XVI, 85 


Erixzr. Don- t you think, that any Man 
* may by cloſe Meditation upon the amazing 
Terrors of God's Law, and Application of 


* them to himſelf, raiſe theſe diſtreſſing Me 


* prehenſions i in his own Mind? 


Taxon, It i is an 9 that 


he ſecure World in general will not cloſely 


editate upon their Danger. They bo. Deas 
ir 


be perſwaded by any Attempt of thei int- 
ſters or godly Friends, to'realize their Miſery 


— 


* 
— 


and Danger; and to renounce their Luſts. 


hey will not be awaken'd by the malt pow- 


arful Preaching ; - nor by. the moſt terrible Diſ- 


pcaſations of Providence, till God cakes the 3 
ork. into his own Hands; and then "the | 


Cighteſt Means are made effectual, the Alarm 
is at dace- raiſed and continued in the Soul of 
* cure und abandon'd Sinner. . It is 


p obſervable, that if ſuch Sinners. da force MW 


* 
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themſelves upon ſome Conſideration; and d 
thereby prick their Conſciences ; and awak 
ſome Reſolutions of Reformation ; their god 
Purpoſes are (like the Principle from when 
they flow ) but unſteady, tranſient and ſhor 
liv'd. They fall again before the next Temy 
tation; and then perhaps will have a neW2n" 
Concern revived. Thus they repent and fin 
and fin and repent.---'Thus Multitudes go ot 
and will go on, againſt the Dictates of the 
| Reaſon and Conſcience, until they have a ne 
and more powerful Impreſſion, than they can rail 
 meerly by their own Conſideration. And dog 
not this make it evident, that this Work is fro 
the Spirit of God, when -it procures ſuch 2 
effectual and laſting Change, as no Purpoſe 
Promiſe, Reſolution, or Endeavour flowin 
from the mere Power of Nature, could” « eve 


procure ? 2 Ex 
| | Ot 

done, How ſhall we diſtinguiſh ag 
'<©. tween meer rational Convictions; an 84 


4. thoſe which (as you ſuppoſe) N fror 
6 the Spirit of God? 


\Trzon;  Thmporiry. Convictions ma 
proceed from the Spirit of God. Sinners mi 
guench the Spirit, and ſo provoke him to Witt 
draw his Influences. But we may he dcertat 
that thoſe Convictions are from fich, that a 
e and laſting, that 1 

U ö 


l — 


- * 


2 's ſhuchal Guack, * 


uſts to him, that put him upon a moſt at” 


npty him of his ſelf-Sufficiency ; and cauſe 


Wn with Diligence to fly for Refuge to the Hope 
befere him. From whence ſhould theſe pro- 


e not the Productions of Nature; for that is 
nmity againſt God, And there never was 


eſe Effects by the Power of his own good- 
urpoſes or Reſolutions, as J have obſerv'd be- 
e.--- I hey do not proceed! from the Devil ; 


Wreſt, as thus to drive Men from his Service 
„ the Kingdom of God's dear Son. The 
hange often appears powerful and wonderful; 
Wd therefore muſt proceed from a powerful and 
win enderſul Agent. 


Erinkr. &«& We * ſee Men wearing 


gainſt this Doctrine. 


THEOPH. It is no juft Cauſe, of Prejudice, 
r though Mea may guench the Spirit, and 


m4 * him to withdraw, as I obſerved be- 
tia Vet how many are there. i in whom we 
with « yrnderſ ſanctifying, and laſting Change, 


ertaleo sre 4nd continue to be New , Creatures, 


d active Care about his eternal Intereſts, that, 


ed, but from the bleſſed Spirit of God? They | 


e Inſtance yet ſeen, of any Man's producing: 


r he is not ſuch an Enemy to his own "art 


off the greateſt Impieſſions; and returning. 
again todenſuality : which is a Prejudice a- 


it a a Respect ? And doe get che 
ber D 2 Greatncls 8 


Fil 
4 
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Greatneſs and Duration of this Change, full 
declare the glorious Author! * 


EINET. How comes it to paſs, that ut 
** hear ſo much of theſe Ti ings of late, whid 
former Times and Ages knew ſo litth 
© about ? | | 
TARRO RH. This Queſtion makes Way It 
two further Evidences, that the Spirit df G0 
is the glorious Author of this Work, PFirft, 
muſt inform you, that the Fact is quite con 
trary to your Suppoſal,--- Read: all the moſt fa 
mous Authors upon practical Godlineſs, fro 
the Beginning of the Reformation; and you 
fiad that they teach the fame Doctrines whi 
I have now inſiſted on. ---Read the Narrativ 
of particular Converſions, not only in the Scriſ 
tures; but in all the preceeding Ages of th 
Church, and in all the moſt diſtant Dountte) 
and Nations ; and you'll find that the Wor 
has always been carried on in Men's Hearts, in 
Method ſubſtantially the fame with what I hai 
deſcribed, by the fine Progreſs of Convictio 
and Humiliations. --- And how could this pe 
| bby be, unleſs it proceeded from the ſame bl 
fed Author? For there could be no Conf 
racy, Colluſion, orEndeavours of Imitation, 
Perſons ſo far removed from, and ſo un 
quainted with one another,--- And Secand 
whence | is it that we hear of. ſo much * Thi 
; | ö 
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Fhings now, but from the more plemifilEſu 
ion of the bleſſed Spirit ?--- Whence is it that 
his bleſſed Work ow ſpread ſo extenſively, far 
ind near, among young and old ;. and there: 
re ſo many crying out under the Burden of 
heir Sins; and fo earneſtly enquiring after: 
he Way of Salvation ?---Is not human Nature: 
he ſame. now that it uſed to be? - Whence is 


al 


ſo t that theOrdinances, that were before but as 
3008 dead Letter, do now make ſuch a lively Im- 
%, Nreſſion? Certainly thts ig the Lord's Da: 5. 
:onfe:d it is marvellous in our E Eyes. 1 


* 
L 
— . | 


ro Penang; 9 How 40 we know that theſe: 
ou Convictions are any Thing more, than the: 1 
hic natural Effects of thoſe pungent and terri-+ + 
tig, fying Addreſſes, from ſome warm and na 8 


* ous mn which we lately hear of? 


tre} W 1 readily allow, that 4 bort tem- 
orary Surprize may be this Way excited; but 
en this Effect could laſt no longer than the 


hayſWauſe operates. This only could never pro- 
tiofWuce a real effectual laſting Change. Talſo 
low, that God deals with Ma as; with 


eaſonable Creatures ; and when he deſigas this - 
* in the Héate of any, be Will provide 

ſome ſuitable Means to effect it. If 
* it will be in he Way of his. own - 


dinting.--- But can you yourſelf. imagine, 
at cho mol pungent — N Teaches 
1 1 D 2 under 


— 1 
3 


T 
8 Dijplay CO 
under Heaven, can in a natural Way prod 
fthoſe Effects that are frequently ſeen mo 
__ === Conſider I beſeech you, the natural State of 
carnal Men. They are dead in Treſpaſſes and 
Sins. And can a plain Diſcourſe of the moſt 
zealous Preacher, how pungent ſoever, awaken 
theſe dead Men to ſuch a lively laſting Concern 
about their Souls, that they can reſt no more 
until they find Reſt in Chriſt ? --- They are 
blind and ignorant, they -have no juſt Appre- 
henſions of their own deplorable Condition; of 
the Way. of Salvation provided for em ; or of 
| the glorious Excellency of an offer'd Saviour, 
And will this enlighten their Minds, to a lively 
View of, and Acquaintance with the Things 
of their everlaſting Peace? --- They are proud 
and ſelf-righteous. And will this lay 'em in 
the Duſt, and bring them to renounce all their 
own Attainments, Duties, falſe Hopes, and 
.  Refuges ?--- They have a natural Enmity arid 


| Godlineſs, their Love to their Luſts, Eaſe and 
Security, their natural rooted Inclinations to 
ſenſual Purſuits ; and their, babitual Cuſtom 


| in Sin? --- Will this cauſe em to lay aſide 
all their Prejudiges, beloved Luſts, fAefhly In- 
; pdearments 1 - They have ſtrong: 
and mighty Oppoſition to canquer, And will 
this overcome all the Craft and Power of Sa- 
| tan ? Will it conſtrain them to daxlaks en 

their 


tereſts and 


a5 
—— 


Oppoſition to this Change: And will this ſo 
ſuddenly conquer their Averſation to a Life of 
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Wir Pleaſures, worldly Purſuits, merry Com- 
pany, and alluring Expectations; for their pre- 
ent melancholy, fearful, penſive Life? Will 
Wit fortify them againſt all the Perſuaſions of 
their carnal Acquaintance, againſt the Banter 
and Reproach of their old Companions ; and 
Wacainft the Doubts andMiſgivings of their owht* 
Nunbelieving Hearts? Could any of the Ora-' 
tors ef Greece or Rome produce ſuch Effects | 
as theſe upon their Hearers ?---If this be a na- 
Wtural Effect, what's the Reaſon that it was 
produced no ſooner, upon thoſe who have heard 
Wo many Scores of Sermons, as pungent- and 
Wawakening as that which at laſt prov'd ſucceſs- 
ful? And what is the Reaſon that it has not 
Wa like Effect upon others, naturally as capable of 8 
Impreſſion; and as well prepared to receive it, 
Ws thoſe who are thus ſuddenly, throughly, and 
Wpowertully awaken'd ? In a Word, The Apo- 
ie himſelf aſſures us, that the Excellency of the: 
Power is of God and not of Man; and that 
neither is he that planteth any: Min; aur he 
that watereth : but God that giveththe Incteaſe,.. 
Let who will oppoſe the: Work, or deny to 
God the Honour of it, I ſhall be awfully cate=: 
ful not to aſcribe that to, poor Worms, Which 
is manifeſtly (as the Apoſtle ſpeaks) the: Mor- 
mg of Ged's mighty Porr. 


1 * \ PN. Ne 6 2 I 4 © g 6 | : 907 : . _ - 
WW Eviner. © Though I can't teply ita the 
Evidence you haye given, that this Work: 

| | (e 1 

| f N | 52 


—— — — A — 
* * N 
* 2 
% , 
* 


gen —— — — „ 4 2 K 3 4 — * 9 
” 


" —_— F > T7 3 F * 
- a * 1 N 8 
1 . 2 * . 
— * . 
"4 | £ g 4 * P-S 4 Q » : - * 
A EE IF 1 f 3g 
34 * » : - — F 
% AF *-- 0 0 
t IM — 


46 
. 
46 


60 


660 


cc 


416 


9 
LL 


. 
} 


is indeed from” the Agency of the Spirit ot 


God: Yet it ſtill remains a great Diffi- | 


culty in the Way of this, that we hear No- 
thing of the extraordinary Progreſs of Con- 
-victions, and of what you call Converſions. 


to God, but only under the Miniſtry of. 
thoſe warm Preachers, who directly calcu- 


late their Addreſſes to awaken the Paſſions. 


of their Hearers ; and to put them into 


* Frights and Surprizes, 


Thor, Your Intelligenee has been very 
defective; or elſe your Prejudice againſt theſe 
Things has call'd off your Attention, from 
ſome of the moſt ſurprizing Inftances of God's. 
Power and Grace, that have been heard of 
fince Apoſtolick Times,---If you refle upon. 


- the i Fruits of this extraordinary and mighty: 


Work of God's ſpecial Grace, in the Conver- 


ſions in Hampſhire County ( Maſſachuſetts- Bay) 
whereof there is ſo judicious a Narrative pub- 


liſh*d to the World; it will be a ſufficient An- 
ſwer to this Objection. Don't you know and 
don't we all know, that the Miniſters there, 


1 under whoſe Inftrumentality that Work was 
| carried on, are calm, ſedate, and judicious 


Men, unto whom the greateſt Adverſaries of 


this wonderful Work of God could never pre- 
tend to impute the leaſt Tincture of Enthaſi · 
aſm or irregular Heat? And if we overlook 
all the other aſtoniſhing Inſtances. of this Na- 
| 3 . : ture; 


| BS þ 


* 1 
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ture; and attend to the laſt refreſhing Ac- 
Counts we have of the like general Progreſs of 
converting Grace, at York, Portſmouth, and o- 
ther Places to the Eaſtward of Bofton;+ does it 
not appear, that no natural Cauſe has had the 
leaſt Hand in making a Differenee between 
theſe Places and others ? --- The Minifters. 
there are ſome of our grave ſolid rational Men, 
and yet the powerſul Energy of the Spirit of 
God, has been as remarkably manifeſted · there 
as any where elſe.--- Every ObjeCtion is there 
fore now fully ſilenced; and give me Leave 
to ſay, you muſt be obſtinately blind, or ac- 
knowledge that this is the Finger of God. — 0 
take Heed, when God is in this extraordinary 
Manner manifeſting himſelf to us, when che 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt is in theſe onderful Works 
reveal'd from Heaven amongſt us, that os 
ben't found fighting againſl Ged. Beware bf. 
that come upon you, which is ſpoken of in the _ 
Prophets, Behold, ye Deſpiſers | and wonder © 
and periſh, My Friend, Beware left you = 
reject the Counſel of God ago, your ſelf. 
EINE. Methinks if theſe Convictions. 

© were ſo neceſſary as you- fuppoſe, we ſhould» | 
*© have more Examples of 'em; and more Di- 
reqtions about em in en hure 5 ale 

8 at e, | | 4 


þ This. Was wrote befire the Wark tas 
rad in many other I which nous. 
| might be added. Taxon. 1 
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is indecd from” the Agency of the Spirit of Ml tur 
|, © God: Yet it ſtill remains a great Diff» MW co: 
' culty in the Way of this, that we hear No- cos 
thing of the extraordinary Progreſs of Con- the 
“ victions, and of what you call Converſions no! 
to God, but only under the Miniſtry of. lea 
© thoſe warm Preachers, who directly calcu- the 
© late their Addreſſes to awaken the Paſhong the 
* of their Hearers ; and to put them into a 
„ Frights and Surprizes. Ge 


Tako. Your Intelligence has been very for 
defective; or elſe your Prejudice againſt theſo to 
Things has call'd off your Attention, from kn 
ſome of the moſt ſurprizing Inftances of God's tak 
Power and Grace, that have been heard of . 
| fince Apoftolick Times,---If you reflect upon Lo 
the e Fruits of this extraordinary and mighty Le 
Work of God's ſpecial Grace, in the Conver- ber 
ſions in Hampſhire County ( Maſſachuſetts- Bay) 8 
whereof there is fo judicious a Narrative pub- Pr 
Jih'd to the World, it will be a ſufficient An- 7 
ſwer to this Objection. Don't you know and 
don't we all know, that the Minifters there, 
under whoſe Inftrumentality that Work was 
carried on, are calm, ſedate, and judicious 
Men, unto whom the greateſt Adverſaries of 
this wonderful Work of God could never pre- 
tend to impute the leaſt Tincture of Enthuſi- 
aſm or irregular Heat? And if we overlook 


| all che other aſtoniſhing Inſtances of this Na- 


ture; 


* 


_— er 


8 


re n e 


Of Gov's ſpecial GRACE. 33 


ture; and attend to the laſt refreſhing Ac- 
counts we have of the like general Progreſs of 
converting Grace, at York, Portſmouth, and o- 
ther Places to the Eaſtward of Beſton, r does it 
not appear, that no natural Cauſe has had the 


| leaſt Hand in making a Difference between 


theſe Places and others ? --- The Minifters 
there are ſome of our grave ſolid rational Men, 
and yet the powerſul Energy of the. Spirit of 


God, has been as remarkably manifeſted there 


ae any where elſe.---Every Objection is there- 
fore now fully ſilenced ; and give me Leave 
to ſay, you muſt be obſtinately blind, or ac- 
knowledge that this is the Finger of God. -O 
take Heed, when God is in this extraordinary 
Manner manifeſting himſelf to us, when the 
Lord Jefus Chriſt is in theſe »:0nderful Works 
reveal'd from Heaven amongſt us, that you 
ben't found fighting again God.--- Beware lis 
that come upon you, which is ſpoken of in the 
Prophets, Behold, ye Deſpiſers | and wonder 
and periſh, My Friend, Beware left you 
reject the Counſel of Gd againſi your ſelf ! 

EPIN ET. Methinks if theſe ConviRtions: 
„ were ſo neceſſary as you fuppoſe, we ſhould: 
have more Examples of em; and more Di- 
rections about em in Scripture, than I can at 
** preſent remember. EE. 


t This was wrote before the Wark remarkably 
ſpread in many other Towns, which now. 
might be added. __'FaEOPH, 


34 
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Tugorkh. Don't you remember, how there 


were three Thouſand at once pricked in their 
Heart from St. Peter's Preaching ; and driven 


by their Diſtreſs to that Enquiry, Men and 
Brethren, what fhall we do ? 


member the Converſion of Saul and of the | 
and their Trembling and . Afloniſh- | 


Don't you re- 


Fatlor ; 
ment under a Senſe of their Sin and Guilt ?---- 
Don't you remember that it is promis'd, that 
when God pours out his Spirit upon us, we ſhall 


remember our own evil Ways, and our Doings 


that were not good; and hall loath ourſelves in 
our own Sight, for our Iniquities and Abamna- 
tions ? (Ezek. xxxvi. 31.) - Don't you re- 


member, that our Lord pronounces thoſe ble. 
I ſed, that are poor in Spirit, that mourn, that 


hunger and thirfl «fter Righteouſneſs ; and that 


| weep ? (Matth. v. 3. Luke vi. 21.) ---Don't 
4 you remember, that an awakening Senſe of our 
| Guilt and Unworthineſs is recommended to 
us, in the Story of the Publican ? (Luke xvii. 


E3.)--- Don't you remember the Parable of 


the Prodigal Son, who was brought to ſee 
| himſelf periſhing with Hunger, before he tho't 


of returning to his Father's Houſe ; and brought 
to approach his Father's Preſence with a moſt 


| bumbling Apprehenſion, that he had finned a- 
gain Heaven and in his Sight ; and was ro 


more worthy to be called his Son ? ( Luke xv. ) 


Don't you remember, that Sinners are ex- 


| horted to break up their fallowGround, Jer. iv. 3. | 


1 0 


\ 5 ws 
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to rent their Hearts and not their Garments, and 
turn unto the Lord their God, (Joel ii. 13.) to 
WW awake out of their Sleep and ariſe from the dead, 
that Chriſt may give them Light ? (Eph. v. 

W 14.) Don't you remember what Carefulneſs 
vas wrought in the Corinthians, what cleaning 
Bf ih-mſelves, what Indignation, wheat Fear, 
what vehement Deſire, what Zeal, what Re- 
enge? (2 Cor. vii. 11.)---You certainly can't 
forget what I but juſt now ſhewed you, that 
our bleſſed Saviour promis'd to ſend the Com- 
forter to this very End, that he ſhould convince the 
Vorld of Sin; nor can you forget that our Lord 
ame, not to call the Righteous ; but Sinners to 
Lepentance. (Matth. ix. 1 3.) But the Time 
ould fail me, ſhould I. enter upon a particular 
Detail of the many Pallages of Scripture, to 
he ſame Purpoſe.— What has been ſaid is ſuf- 
icient to convince you, that the Scriptures are 
ot ſo ſilent in this Caſe, as you ſeem to inſt- 
nate. And it concerns you and J to take Care, 
hat our Hurt is not healed flightly; and that 
e don't ſay PeacePeace, when there is no Peace, 
cording to that Fer. viii. 11, 


/ 


 EpinerT. © Well, Sir, I mut confeſs that 
T have had no Experience of theſe Things; 
and am therefore afraid J have mats 

built 1 upon the Sand 2 
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' AntroduQtory to a more ſure Foundation of ſolid 


the Congregation is put into Confuſion, 1 


— * — 2 * 
— — =; Pg” 


Tatopn. The Lord make theſe yourFean 


Hope and laſting Comfort. 

i Y : "LD . T 
[Upon this the Gentleman}... 
made a conſiderable Pauſe e, 
- and appeared very thoughtfulWuit 
| But after a While ſeem'd ſome P. 
thing to recover himſelf, and 80 
| 
proceeded. Þ th 
git 
Erwzr. If Convictions, according ba 
* your Repreſentation of them, are allow! cla 
to be a neceſſary Preparation to Conveti vet 
<< ſton, I am yet uncapable to account f in 

ſome wonderful 1 that 1 have latei 
, heard of. a | Tu 
— oſe 
THeopn, What Things do you refer to Hein 
ee ave | 
EervgET. © One Thing is the Cx yin cart: 

% or of conſiderable Numbers at a Tim 
under a real or pretended Fright, whereſ E. 
are 


„ Minifter's Voice drown'd ; and every on 
„ Mind call'd off from their Devotions, 0 
* lend to theſe Exclamations.--- Theſe Thi 
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] have ſeveral Times ſeen my ſelf; and 1 
WW confeſs, they are and cannot but be Matter 
of ſtumbling to me.“ 


Taxorzk. Don- t you think Perſons may 

ave fuch ſudden and powerful Impreſſions of 
eir Guilt and Danger made upon their Minds, 
Hat they cannot refrain from theſe outward and 
Wudible Expretions of their inward = and , 
Diſtreſs ? : 


EIN ET. This may poſſibly be the Caſe 
with ſome ; but I can't think you'll pretend, 
that all theſe OUT-cRIEs are of divine Ori- 
einal, --- I have known ſome of thoſe that, 
have been noted and famous for repeated Ex- 

v@& clamations in Publick, whoſe future Con- 

er verſationz have not given the beſt Evidence 

{F in their Favour.” | 


TREOFPH. And have you known none of 
oſe that have thus openly expreſs'd their diſ- 
eſſing Concern, who by their future Condu& 
ave manifeſted a — Change, both in their 


Tearts and Lives? 


EIN ET. © I muſt nnn. that there 
are a conſiderable Number, of whom I am 
obliged to make that charitable Concluſian : 

A Number that I am perſonally acquainted 
with, who were before careleis, ſecure and 
E EE: even. 


. 
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appeared, upon ſome of theſe Occaſions, The 


| Have thus openly proclaim'd their Diſtreſs, 


<< even profligate Perſons, but from the Timel Pai 


of thefe publick Exclamations, have refor- 


** med their former ſenſual Lives; and appearſf = 
+ to be ſerious, deyout, and truly religious,” | Ma: 
'Tazovn, This then muſt make it evident, : 7 
that their Convictions are from the Sri ir cis 5 
Grace, for the Reaſons I have before aſſign'd; Sur 


if their znordinate Paſſions be allow'd to flow An 
from their own Infirmity. 


EIN ET. Rut what ſhall we ſay of thoſe 3 . 
© others, of whom I ſpake before "hs ; 


Trxeopn. According to what Light I at rr 
preſent have in this Affair, from what Obſer-| pat 
vations I have my ſelf had Opportunity to tho 
make when I was lately abroad, and from what ons 
Informations I have had about thee Things, I "HM 


have been ready to come into the following be 
Contluſions,---- I firſt take it for granted, tha 
the Power and Grace of God have remarkably fs 


ſanctifying and abiding Effects of ſome of theſe 
Convictions do loudly and manifeftly declare, 
that they proceed ho. God himſelf. --- Yet 
can't help but conclude, that there has been a 
great deal of human Infirmity ſometimes diſco- 
ver'd in this Caſe, Perhaps ſome of thoſe who 


might have a greater Ae . upon thei! 
Paſſions, 


. 


of God's 1 Gez, 9 


Paſkons, if they had with the utmoſt Care and 
Pains endeavour'd i it. Nay, I have been in- 


& form'd, that ſome have ſuppoſed it their Duty 
thus openly to give Vent to the Agonies of their 


Mind, left they ſhould quench the Spirit of Ged. 
--- And if ſome of our Miniſters have given 


too much Encouragement to theſe Exclamati- 


ons, this Circumſtance of the Work (on that 
Suppolitton ) won't appear ſo wonderful, --- 
And it may beſides, probably have happen'd, 


that /ome who have through the Influence of 


the Spirit) been ſo deeply affected with a Senſe 


Jof their Sin and Miſery, that they really could 


nat refrain theſe publick Exclamations, have 


thereby ſo alarm'd the ſofter Paſſions of many 


others, as to excite them (from a natural Sym- 
pathy ) to break forth in like Cs ies and Groans, * 
though they have had no other ſpecial Impreſſi- 
ons upon their Minds, I think, I have ſeen 
ſomething of this Kind my ſelf. And it can't 
be wonderful, if ſuch as theſe ſhould diſcover 
themſelves to be but fony Ground» Hearers. - 
And if any ſhould. be fo predigiouſty wicked, 
as to counterfeit theſe Degrees cf. Conviction 
from Seer O/tentation, and a Deſire to be eſtee- 
med religious, as they find others have been far 
the ſame Reaſon, this alſo wou'd add to this 


Kind of en But Charity hopeth all 
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EFINET, 


E | 2, 


— 
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EeIneT, © This Repreſentation of theſ 
<< Caſe doth (I confeſs appear to be juſt and 
© fatisfaftory,” 


% 


 TxHxoPn, You muſt then allow, that none 


ry 
— ep ogy” ane . ——————— — ———— õœurr rv EE — — ——— 
K . —— I = —— : _ — 
* * — a — — 7 — * N immens 


j}ONS 
of theſe unuſual Appearances are any juſt Pre. pon 
| Judice againſt the Neceſſity of Convictions, ſi add 
| preparatory to our avg Converſion, SEL) 
1 8 7 


E IN ET. That's true; but there are Have 
other Appearances, that have been no lei} <0 
furprizing 3 and are more of a ſtum- ont 
bling-Block to me, than thoſe already men -e 


4 
1 


R a 


» 


* 


« fond. ol 
ode 

. Turork. What do you mean? om 
| ; Prei 


EIN ET. When I was at----while Mr. re 
„L was preaching, I ſaw ſome of the Hear- em 
ers firſt T REM BLE, like paralitick Perſons, Nure 
or rather like Parſons ſhaken with a violent Kees 
„ Ague; and then ſome of 'em fell upon the eſe 
* Ground in a SWOON, and Jay for ſome|} or. 
& Time under conſiderable convulſive Motions, F th. 
- & >= Thefe 8 2 raiſe ſtrange Idea v in my i 
© Mind.” ſelf 


Taroen. I have not "Ru any of we ot? 
Things my ſelf : and am net therefore ſo ca- t 
pable to form a Judgment about them. Tt Var 
may be ſafeſt for you and to —— our Judg- 


ment 


— — 
* 
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nn of 'em, till we ſee what Fruits and Con- 
aquences appear.---On the one Hand, God 
(it be pleaſeth) make as powerful Impreſ- 
ons upon Men's Minds by his Spirit, as he did 
pon Paul's by a Light from Heaven, that ſhall 
: Halen and forceably cal em to the Ground. 
N hut on the other Hand, as this has not been 
's v/aal Diſpenfation, I don't know that we 
are any Warrant to capect ſuch Things; nor 
J conclude from theſe Zgitations, ſeparately 
onſidet'd, that they neceſiarily are, or are not, 
It Conſequences of the Operations of God's 
Joly Spirit. Sudden and great Surprizes may 
oduce ſtrange Effects upon the animal Cfico- 
Fomy; whether with, or without any due Im- 
Wrcilions cf Sin. But (a3 have ſhewn you be- 
re ) a bare Surprize will never raife- Sinners, 
rom their State of ſpiritual Death; and pro- 
ure a /angaifying Change in their Hearts and, 
Wives. IF thi; therefore be the Conſequence of, - 
ieſe unuſual Appearances, give Gop the. 
Flory; for the Work is certainly from Him. 
f the Exceſs of Terror and Paſſion be allowed 
flow from human Infirmity; yet the Change 
ſelf in its whole Progreſs, whether conſider d. 
preparatory or ſaving, can proceed from 
flott ing elſe (as | have before prov'd to you) 
t from that Iiarking ' of almighty Peter, 


<2 * ÞD 


a- 

Ie % God is able even to ſubdue all Things to. 
--- But then, on the contrary, We. may 
nt lulvedt this to be no more than a natura 


1 4 * Surprize, 


42 A Diſplay 


Surprize,or at moſt but a temporary Conviction 1 
when there is no laſting good Effect therebyſM« 
produced, Wo <<. 5 
ua 

. 


EPINET, *©* I don't know what to 12 40 
<« to theſe Things. For my Part I don't un- 
« derſtand 'em.“ | 40 


THEOPH. But can 't you leave theſe Thing | 
to God and Time to diſcover ; and in th| 
mean while make it your earneſt and ſolemiſ| 


Buſineſs to obtain thoſe gracious Qualifcat ian = 
that you are certain you muſt obtain, or peril ſerv 
forever? the: 


EIN ET. The Lord give me a Heart t 
comply with your Advice. I'm ſure, it .“ 


_ f 
& high Time to look about me; and wei © 
| 
' 
t 
| 


* 


* 


* may Deſtruction from God be a Terror ti << 
5 me, if I han't yet taken the firſt Step to 
«© wards Salvation, as I am awfully afraid thay <* 
«© I have not.” . 


8 6 


THEoPH. It is indeed of infinite Importane ©* 
for every one to ſee to it, that their Hope fo 
Eternity is well-founded ; and to be now ii 
Earneſt flriving to enter in at the ſtrait Gait ner 
while the Day of Viſitation laſts, And in Orpebt 
der to this, it is of great Concernz that ti C4: 
Mind be wholly freed from all Prejudiaſ his 
* the Methods of converting 9 Gu 
PINET 


- 
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EPIN ET. That the preſent Conference 


may have that happy Effe& upon my Mind, 
as to remove all the Prejudices that I have 
heretofore entertain'd, and give me a juft 
View and Apprehenſion of Things, I ſhall _ 
take the Freedom to propoſe ſome further 
Difficulties, from theſe late Appearances, ' 


* wh.ch I don't know how to ſolve ; hoping 


for the Continuance of your friendly Aſ- 
ſiſtance.“ | 


THEOPH, I ſhall rejoice in being any Way 


Of ferviceable to your beſt Intereſts. Be pleaſed 
therefore to propoſe your Difficulties. . | 


EIN ET. © I can't underſtand thoſe exce/= W 


/e Jovs, which many of our late Converts 


el Cc 
t( CC 
toX C. 


hal <+ 
= CC 


Ce 


10: Cc 


manifeſt in a very extraordinary Way and 
Manner.---Some ſeem to be acted with the 
moſt rapturous Exults; while others under 
the ſame comfortable and delightful Appre- 
henfions, fall into a Syncape, and faint away, 
remaining for ſome Time under a Proſtration 
of bodily Strength,” | 


Treorn. Cana weary and heavy-laden Sin- 


ner poſibly do otherwiſe than rejoice, upon his 
obtaining good Evinences of an [ntereft in 


toy C/ riſt and the Favour of Cd; and thereby 
ici his Freedom from the dreadful Burthen of 
Guilt, and the amazing Apprehenſions of the 


Wrath 
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| Wrath of God, with which his Soul was ſo . = 
= greatly oppreſſed? Don't the Apoſtle accord- .. K 
1 ingly tell us, that being Juſtified by Faith, we Wc in 
W have Peace with God,---and rejoice in Lhpe of 
| the Glory of God? i TI 
il I? alle : 
Ss EvrineT. “ But the Text you mention, Nave 
i ** ſpeaks nothing of thoſe exraiick Joys, which KD 
il & have lately been ſo much talked of.“ he C 
1 ance 
1 THEO EH. If that Text does not ſpeal © able 
ſuch extraordinary Foy, there be many other ard 


Texts of Scripture that do particularly Sent of bis! 
this afſo. Such as that, LA Pet. 1.8 In whom f th 
believing, ye rejo ice with-'7 Foy unſpeakable, and Bil! t 
full of Glory, Ard that, ( Eph. i. 13, 14. ) 
Aſter that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that 
holy Spirit of 1 Promiſe, tohich is the Earnejl of Er 
your Inheritu ace. You certainly can't have. 
ſeen or heard of any Thing of this Kind, ſupe- ic the 
rior to JOY UNSPEAKABLE and full of 
GLORY. And it is equally certain from the e 
Nature af Things, that Nothing can exceed 6. a 
the EARNEST, firſt Fruits, or Foretaſts of ink 
the future INHERITANCE. ---- You muſt 
therefore acknowledge, that the Scriptures do .h,;;, 
ſpeak of Joys as eminent both for Kind and % , 
Degree, as any of thoſe Inſtances can be, which Þ, ar 
you refer to, 


pe "_ 2 — — - — — ' — 
F ERTIES.” I 
— — IST "79 — === — — * 5 Le a 


EPIN ET. 
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EPINE T. How then does it come to 
* paſs, that we have heard nothing of this 
«© Kind heretofore * Were there no Chriſtians 
« jn the World till n? 


TREOPH. This Queſtion 3 is founded upon a 
alſe and miſtaken Suppoſition, --- Theſe Joys 
ave been experienced by very many of the Chil- 
ren of God, in a Ages and Diſpenſations of 
be Church. And I have met with former In- 
ances of this Kind more eminent and remar- 
able, than any of a late Date, that I have 
eard of,---It muſt indeed be ſuppoſed, that in 
his happy Time of a more general Effuſion 
pf the bleſſed Spirit, Inſtances of this Kind 
will be more numerous; and theſe Experiences 
ore freely ſpoken af. 


kemer. Then you ſuppoſe theſe Tore 


to proceed from the immediate Influences of 
the Spirit of God, 


TaeoPHn, Be pleaſed to read Rom. viii, 1c, 


b. and try whether you yourſelf can dare to 


hink otherwiſe, than that it is theSpirit of Adop- 


in, whereby Believers can fo joyfully cry Abba 
1 uber; ; and that this proceeds from the Mit- 


/o, the Spirit himfelf with our Miriti, that 
e are tbe Children f Cod. 


EIN ET. 
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EPpiNtT. It ſeems to me an invincib 


* Objection againſt this, that ſome have expeſſM. E 
* rienced theſe ſelf-ſame rapturous Joys, who : 
« future Converſations have not exhibited thi IH 
% Fruits of the Spirit; and have been ver f 
far from Evidences of their good State. 

„Can it be ſuppoſed, that the Spirit of Gag Ke 


I t will witneſs t to the Adoption of proud, difhe 
neſt, aac v , Pe- ons. 


TnEkorh. How do you En that the 
have experienced the ann, Kind of Comfort, th 
ſel/-ſame Joys that others ſpeak of ?--- Thel 


Foys of the Holy Ghaſt are certainly incommuf Ss 
nicable to any who han't themſelves had ti | h 
| Experience of them; or as the Apoſtle expie aſp 

ſeth it, they are unſpeakable. They are a ne — 

Name written, which none can know, but th 7 

that have it. Some Perſons, alas, may (fro pe 

animal Impreſſions, or from diabolical Dela 
ons) imagine that they have theſe Sealings of i! 2g 

Spirit; and be lull'd afteep in their Carnal 4 

and Security, by this vain Dream:---- In “ 

1 the Devil. plays a ſure Watte and, N , 


of Sach . never acts more like a Devi 
nor is he in any Shape more to be fearcd, th 
in this plauſible Diſguile, 


EPpIN EI 


Es 
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ErINL zT. How then ſhall we diflinguiſh 

© the Sealings of the bleſſed Spirit, from 
\ animal Impreſſions, or diabolical Delu- 
© ſions ? 


| 


| 


; #: 


TaEoPH, Though I have told you before, 
hat theſe divine Experiences are incommunicable, 
nexpreſſible to thoſe'who are Strangers to them, 
pet there may be a certain and ſafe Diſf inct ion 
ade between the one and the other, by theſe 
llowing Rules. 


= Fir//, Falſe and deluſive Joys never do, but 
he unſpeakable Joy and Comfort of Believers 
BE! ways does, flow from good Evidences of a juſ- 
ed State.--- The Spirit of God never does ſet 
his Seal to a Blank ; nor cauſe Perſons to re- 
oice, they don't know why, or for what.--- 
hey therefore, who depend upon their Foys, 
5 the only Evidence of a juſtified State, are al- 
ways deceived : But they whoſe Rejoicing 
lows from good Evidences of a juſtified State, 
re never deceived,---In thoſe who are Chriſti- 
ans indeed, this is the Order. They are firſt 
„ed by Faith, and have Peace with God; 
and thence rejoice in Hope of his Glory.---Should 
congratulate you upon your Acceſſion to the 
overnment of this Province, it might fill you 
ith ſudden Foy, from your imaginary Pro- 
otion: But as this Rojoicing had no Foun- 
ation, it muſt quickly end in Diſappointment 
and 
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and Vexation. But ſhould I bring you the 
King's Letters Patent, veſting you with that 
Dignity, your Foy would be rational and 
grounded. The Application of this to the pre. 
ſent Caſe is eaſy and familiar, And then 
| Again*--- _— 


Epix ET. Pardon me, Sir, if I take Li 
© berty to interrupt you, that I may ( beford 
45 you proceed further) enquire whether thi 
% Di/tinfion of yours (which I acknowledge 
* to be moſt juſt and ſcriptural) don't neceſſi- 


% rily conclude againſt moſt of thoſe ſuddaſWTim 
& tranſporting Joys, of which we are treating this 
For how can theſe flow from good Eviden or R 


SE ces of a juſtified State, which are ſuchſi 
& quick Tranſitions from greateſt Darkneſs and 
4 Diſtreſs ? 
* Taxon, Don't you think, that the Spiri 
of God can make a quick Diſcovery of Jeſu 
Chriſt, to the moſt dark and diſtreſſed Sou] ;| 
and enable him to give a ſpeedy, hearty, and 
ſenſible Conſent to the Goſpel- Offer ?---Sup 
oſe the Caſe to be (as it frequently is) that! 
| Perfon | is at leaſt under a moit uncomfortable 
Suſpence with Reſpect to his State. He ſea 
many dark Symptoms upon his Soul; and 
filled with awful Jealouſy of the Event; ; if not 
under greateſt Agony from a dreadful Expedcta 
tion of eternal Ts. In the Time of thi 
thick 
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thick Darkneſs, the Spirit of God ſhines with 


It 
( 


v ſurprizing Light into the Soul, diſcovers the 
Fulneſs and Sufficiency of Chrift, and his Rear , 
dineſs and Willingneſs to ſave all that come to 
im, enables the poor trembling Soul heartily 
and willingly to accept this precious Saviour up- 
on his own Terms; and to feel that he does 
ſo, By this Means he finds Foy and Peace in 
RZ-/icving.---Now, in this Caſe, his Rejoicing 
founded upon the moſt ſenſible Evidence of 


n 


a true Faith in Chriſt ; though perhaps there 


Hay be but little or no diſcernable Diſtance of 


ime, between his acting Faith in Chriſt, and 
Whis raviſhing Fruit of it, The Continuance 
or Renewal of this Foy in Believers is in like 
Manner accompany'd with ſuch Outgoings of 
the Soul to Chriſt, and ſuch a edding aus 
the Love of God in their Hearts, as carries its 
own Evidence with it. -- They have Reafon 
o rejoice, or-elſe it would be a fallacious and 


uſWabſurd Foy, 


Ermer. ©© This Explanation of theCaſc, 

© removes the Difficulty beyond my Expec- 

'* tations.----> You'll now be pleaſed to pro- 

** cecd, to give the other Diſtinctions, you 

© were about to propoſe, between the Soul- 
„ deluding Joy of the Hypocrite, and theſe 

| of God's holy Spirit. 


F | THz0PH, 
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8 THEoOPH, I would (Secondly) obſerve, th by 
ſtme Foy of the Hypocrite tends to exalt his Spi en 
Writ, and lift him up with a high Opinion fl. 
8 himſelf” ; it cauſes him like the Phariſees of oli te: 
WW to think himſelf righteous and to deſpiſe others Ii 
But the Foy of the true Believer does alway Rig“ 
exceedingly humble his Soul, and lay him low). 
1 under a deep Senſe of his Vileneſs and Unwa,..; 
W + thineſs. It fills him with admiring, & adorinfl - 
Thoughts of the wonderful diſtinguiſhing Gra x 
of God, to ſuch a guilty and polluted Creaturiſſe g 
zs he is. | OD | « þ 
5 Thirdly, The Foy of the Hypocrite tends . T 
WW: Security; and to more Negligence, Slothfulh y tl 
ness, and Formality in Duty: But the Foy Mend 
the true Believer has an animating and quickninfiiff c 
= Influence upon him, in all the Duties of a tei ider 
= gious Life. It cauſes him to heartily love, ac ie 
= cgiligently attend all the Ordinances of God, t 
= and to mount up with Wings as the Eagle, Man 
run and not be weary, to walk and not faint, im 
* - | 4 o hi 
8 *- Pourthly, The Foy of the Hypecrite lea his E 
1 him under the Dominion of his Luſts, moſheav 

4 careleſs of his Heart and Life, more bold ail: 
W confident in the Commiſſion of Sin, from e 2 
= <Apprehenſion of the Safety of his State: Bic; 
on the contrary, the Foy of the true Move 
4 fiever cauſeth him to leath himſelf for all Mit is 

| iiquities and Abominations and from a Prin 


iple of Love to God, to be more careful to 
prove himſelf to him; and more fearful of 
ending him.---In a Word, Theſe raviſhing 
N and tranſporting Influences of the bleſſed Spirit, 
indedneſs, of Holineſs towards God, and 
WR bteouſneſs towards Men, For the Fruit of 
the Spirit is in all Goodneſs, and Righteouſneſs, 
ind Truth, * N 


EPIN ET. Are we not in great Dan- 


Russ? 


dy thoſe, who will ſeriouſiy and impartially at- 
end to 'em. For, on the one Hand, Can 
be Devil himſelf delude any Soul by good E- 
idences of a juſtified State, and by the Exer- 
iſe of a lively Faith ? Or wilt he endeavour 


dleffed Spirit; and the Manifeſtation of his 
5 ove to the Sou].--- And, on the other Hand; 


* 
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ire always a happy Source of habitual Spiritual- 


ger of M:itake, in the Application of theſe 


Tukorh. I ſee no great Danger of Miſtake 


dy theſe tranſporting Comforts,. to make an 
an walk humbly with his God, to quicken ' 

im in his ſpiritual Walk, to embitter his Sins 

o him; and make him more watchful over 
vis Heart and Life; and more ſpiritual and Ml 
eavenly in his whole Converſation ? This 
annot be. Such Foys therefore, muſt always 
de acknowledged to be the Fruits of God's 


© is impoſſible that the Spirit of God ſhould 
ms i RE delude 


i | 
| 


F 
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"i delude Men with falſe, groundleſs, or unte. 
ſonable Comfort and Joy; or lead them bi wit 
[ his divine Influences to Pride, Self- Opinion, you 
and Vanity of Mind; and to Hypocriſy ani eith 
HFormality, Boldneſs and Security in Sin. Thi an | 
WW Foy therefore, however rapturous and extatic ſſh con 
| can be no other than a dangerous and fata Def 
= Deluſion, | this 
|| : | . nite 
1 EIN ET. I can't but acknowledge, tha not 
| you have given a juſt and reaſonable Solu-Mit n 
q * tion, of my Difficulties in this Cafe ; andWand 
=  ** yet theſe Things are what I have no ſenſih it's 
e Apprehenſion of, But alas ! that ½Frie 
\ „ what you can't help me to. You h you 
WW *©**< convinced me, that Nothing but the pow won 
| * erful Influences of the bleſſed Spirit of Go ſh: 


can beget a faving Change in me, or givt 
me the Comforts of it, if I had it. Ant 
how ſhould I expect to know any Thin 


about this Joy and Comfort, when I am 2 E 
fraid I know nothing elſe as I ought el 
know; and have yet laid no FoundatinW* fi 
for Rejoicing l- However, ſince we hav B 
begun upon theſe Subjects, I will take Li al 
berty to be further troubleſome to 25 1 
propoſing one or two more of the Difficul p 
ties, I have had on my Mind from the lat f ce 
Appearances, if your Patience will hold ; th 

2 8! 


THEOPH 


Tuo. Indeed, Sir, there is no reſting 
with Safety in ſuch a State, as you apprehend 
WM your own to be.- Certain it is, that you are 
either a Child of God, or his Enemy; either 
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ü an Heir of Heaven, or of Hell ; either in a 
converted State, or upon the Borders of eternal 


this is pot a triffing Affair but that it infi- 


it my Duty to uſe this Freedom with you: 
and I hope you will accept it (as I am ſure 
it's deſign'd ) for an Act of Kindneſs and 
Friendſhip. --- As for the other Difficulties 
vellyou ſpeak of, I hope your propoſing them 
won't be unſerviceable to either of us; and 
o ſhall therefore be heartily willing to con“ 
tribute what I can towards their removal. 


7 


EPINV ET. I confefs there is ſomething 
*© elſe of greater Importance ſor me, than to be 
finding Fault with other Men's Conduct. 
But I have Groundsto hope from what I've 
already experienced, that this Conference 


0 

{ 

plain before me: and therefore I ſhall pro- 

ceed to inform you, that I can't underſtand. 

5 

gious EXPERIENCES, in all Company, and 
: F 3 | <* upon 


the new Method, of diſcquriing about reli- 


Deſtruction. You can't be inſenſible, that 


nitely concerns you to ſee to it, that you be 
not too late aſhamed of your Hope. I tho't | 


— 


©.4 
—_— 


may ferve to make my own Path more 
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„ upon all Occabous, ſo very Gi and com. 


1 
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Targor k. I hope you are not againſt Men's 
improving their Opportunities together, in con- 
verſing upon religious Subjects, and in Endea- 


vours to aſſiſt and quicken one another in the 


Way to the Kingdom of God,---They that fear 
the Lord, ſpeak often one to another, and Gul 
keeps a Book of Remembrance; and they fhal| 

be his, in the Day when he binds up his Fewels. 


. „There may ſometimes be Oc- 
„ caſion for ſuch Diſcourſe, when Chriſtians 
„ meet together, -- But do you ſuppoſe, that 
6c Religion ſhould a/ways be the turning Point 
„ of Converſation 24 


Tugorn. I acknowledge we may be call 
byBulineſs,or out ofCivility to others, and ſome- 
times meerly for the Diverſion of our own 
Minds, to diſcourſe upon other Subjects. But 
as Religion is infinitely the moſt important 
Concern, ſo it ſhould certainly be moſt upon 
our Hearts; and then it would alſo be moſ 
upon our Lips. For, out of the Abundance i 


the Heart, the Mouth ſpeaketh. And it is in- 


deed the Scandal of Profeſſors, that they ſpend 
away their ſocial Opportunities in worldly 
vain, trifling Diſcourſe, as if they came inte 
the World for no other End, but meerly u 


amuſe 


amuſe themſelves and one another. But: 
would they duly conſider, that for every idle 
Mord they ſpeak, they muſt give an Account in 
the Day of Fudgement, they would be more care- 
ful to follow that Advice ( Eph iv. 29. ) to have 
their Communication ſuch as 1s good for the Uſe of 
Edifying, that it may miniſter Grace unto the 


| Hearers, And that Advice( Col. iv. 6.) Let 


your Speech be alway with Grace, ſeaſon'd with 
Salt. --- It is moſt evident from the Impor- 


tance of religious Concerns, from the infinite 


Value of our own Souls and the Souls of our 
Neighbours, as well as from the plain Direc- 
tions of the Word of God, that we ſhould 


Of Gop's 'fpecial GRACE, 55 


improve our Occaſtons of converſing together ö 


ordinarily and chiefly in religious Difcourſe, ? 


Eeingr, 6 What ifwe fall intothe Candi 


* pany of ſuch, to whom this Diſcourſe : 
„would be moſt burthenſome and diſagrees 9 


„ able: 


TnrorRH. The Apoſtle's Exhortation (Heb, | 


Hi. 13.) is a ſufficient Anſwer to that Queſti- 


on. Exhort one another daily, while it is called 
to Day, le/t any of you be hardened through the 
Deceitfulneſs of Sin.---The more irreligiousany x 
Perſon is, the more ſhould his periſhing' Soul 


be pitied ; and the more Need has he to be a- 
waken'd, and excited to flee from the Wrath 


to come,--- I here may indeed. be ſome. open, 
; 8 aban- 


, 


— 


| 
' 


abandon'd, and profane Scoffers at Religion, 
to whom our Lord's Direction is applicable, in 
Matth. vii. 6. Give not that which is 2 unt 
Dogs; neither caſt ye your. Pearls before Swine, 
But then, they ſhould be notoriouſſy ſuch, be- 
fore we give over our charitable Attempts for 


- 


their Recovery, 
EIN ET. The Lord forgive me the hor- 
* rible Miſpenſe of all my, paſt Opportunities 
ein Society | Perhaps you have purpoſely 
© gone aſide from theCaſe I propoſed, that you 
| © might reprove me for {inning away ſo much 
Time, in idle impertinent Converſation :; 
* And I muſt own, there was good Reaſon 
for it.--- But what I defired your Obſerva- 
tions upon, was the Practice of many of 
our new Converts, who are for diſcour/ing 
of their own Experiences and Attainments 
in Religion, and examining others, upon al- 
* moſt every Occaſion of Converſation,” 
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FEO H. You'll acknowledge that there 
may be Occaſions to communicate our religi- 
ous Experiences one to another ; and that it 
is at leaſt ſometimes a Duty to do fo. --- The 
Scriptures ſeem to require this of us. We 
ſhould comfort them which are in any Trouble, 
= ith the Comfort, wherewith we 6 ard 
WW comforted of God. 2 Cor. i. 4.--- We ſhould 


- 


Wo". 
% 


comfort-our ſelues together, and edify one another. 
. 1 Thell, 


E28 2: aw ww 


— 


1 Theſſ. v. 11.- On ſome we ſhould. have 
Compaſſion, making a Difference ; and athers, 
we ſhould ſave with Far. Jude 22, 23. 


EeineT. I doubt not, but that there 
are proper Occaſions for theſe Things. But 
% don't it too much ſavour of Oftentation, to 
« be ſa commonly ſpeaking of our own reli- 
« gious Attainments, as tho' we were recom- 


„ mending ourſelves for Examples and Patterns 


to others aq 


Tugorn. There is (I confeſs) great Dan- 
ger, not only of apparent, but of real Oſtenta- 
tion, and ſpiritual Pride, by making our Chri- 
ſtian Experience the ordinary Topic of Con- 
verfation.--- Chriſtians themſelves have unhap= 
py Remains of Fanity and Pride in their Hearts, 
which are too apt to be elated, and blown up 
by every Repreſentation, of their own Excel- 


lencies. For which | Reaſon. they ſhould be 


very cautious of pouring Oil upon that Fire, 
which is ſo apt of it ſelf to blaze.--- They are 
alſo under the ſtrict and curious Inſpection of 
the carnal World, who are always ready ta take: 
Occaſion of Prejudice, from every imaginary! 


Appearance of Pride, or Self- Exaltation. 
This ſhould therefore excite their Caution, left: Wl 
they bring a Reproach upon. the Operations of 1 


God's Holy Spirit; and cauſe the good Ways 
of on Lord. to be evil ſpaken of, --- TN. 


W 
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is as much to be fear'd as either of the Thing T% 
now mention'd, is the Danger of tempting and Con! 
- prompting. forms Pretenders in Religion, to ex- Rule 
ceed the Truth, in the Narrative of their At- Faul 
kainments, and to recommend themſelves ta er. 
their Company, by ſpeaking of Experiences Exp 
Which they have never had, when theſe are may 
made the common * of Diſcourſe. vou 


4 1 © Midi ET. * © What ths: are the preper 0c: have 
6 4 A 10 « 605 im for communicating our ſpiritual Ex- er I 


pexiences to one another ye | | Fo . 
kd i SW | I to 7 
. A com 
i een When Perſons are in - Darkneſs 1 7 
c and Diſtreſs about their State; it is needful that I mor 


they ſhould mate their Caſe known, to their I then 
Miniſter, or ſome faithful experienced Chriſ- I ten 
tian, that they may obtain that Aſſiſtance, how 
Comfort, or Counſel, which their Condition the 
2 For how can we comfort theſe in Pon 
Trouble (as directed, in ſorecited 2 Cor. i. 4. ) I Pluc 
1 they don't make their Frouble known ?--- like 
- When a convinced Offender is ſo diſtreſſed with % 
the Burden” of ſome particular Sin, or with Thi 
. ſome particular Darkneſs and Difficulty relating tect 
l . to his Conduct, — he can find no Means to 


ma) 
' Eaſe his Mind,” or quiet his Conſcience, be n 
+ ſhould'in This Caſe: alſo make his Difficulty, n 
known; and {eek Direction trom-his Miniſter, Co 
or ſome. faithful. Friend, that bis 8 20 
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Conſcience may be. fafely healed,” - Here that 
Rule takes Place, Jam. v. 16. Confeſs your i 
Faults one to another; and pray one for ano+ | 
ther Moreover, when the imparting our 
Experiences, whether we be apply'd to, or not., WW 
may be litely to alleviate the Agonies of -any ü 
wounded and diſtreſſed Souls, it is then 
proper to let ſuch know, how we our ſelves | 
have conflicted with the /ike Darkneſs, . Trials, 
or Temptations ; and to endeav our to comfort 
aur ſelves together, and help them ( if poſſible)/ 
to the ſame Comforts wherewith we have beer 
comforted of God, according to the forecited 
1 The. v. 11. and 2 Cor. 1. 4. Further 
more, when by converſing with any, we fink 
them building their Hep upon a falſe Founda+ - ĩ̃ 
tion, it may be ſeaſonable to let em know- 
how we our ſelves have formerly been under 
the ſame dangerous Deceit; and how by the 
Power of divine Grace, our Feet have been 
pluck'd jout of the fatal Snare. This i a 
likely Means fe ſave them by Fear, pulling Them 
out of the Fire, according to.that in Fade 23. 
This is the Courſe the Apoſtle took; tu de- 
tet the Self-Deceivers, Phil. 3. 4, RK. 1 
may alſo add, that intimate Chriſtian -#r:ends ai 
may . profitably improve Occaſions to aſſiſt, Wl 
comfort, and. quicken one another, by mutual 
Communications of religious Experiences. For 
VE 
aal pen the Counterrauce of bis: Friend. « Prov. 
a ; © | xxxvii- al 
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60 A Dißplag 
ii. 17. Upon the whole, I think that an 
= ordinary and common Diſcourſing of our ſpi- 
= ritual:Experiences, except upon ſuch Occaſions 
nu I have mention d, is not ſo likely to promote Neth 
WW. the: Intereſts'of Religion; at leaſt without the an N 
= utmoſt Guard againſt thoſe Indiſcretions, which Hens, 
the too frequent and familiar Practice of it - 4 
may tend to betray us inte. A 
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+ 'Erxiner. *-I:can't but highly approye 
chat you have ſaid upon this Subject 
“ but there is one Thing you have not yet 
es ſpoken to; and that is a Claim to Ex; 
„ ME and ADMONISH all they meet with, 
that ſome Men ſeem to pretend to. I would 
“ be glad to hear what Rules and Direction 
vou think proper in that Caſe alſo. 
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90 A korn. You have now impos'd upon me 
= very difficult Taſk : It is here ſcarcely poſ- 
— ſuit Directions to every particulat 


? Eeiner.. © Are we then, in this Caſe, 
under no Rule for our Guidance? 


Tuxorn. We are under the general Rule 
of Charity to our Neighbour; and as to the. 
WU - prificeble:to direct. And theſe following Me- J. 
W . thods may be obſerv'd; -- We ſhould. always 
= _ 
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enter upon Diſcourſes of this Nature, in the. 


moſt tender, kind and obliging Manner poffible, 


that we may inſinuate ourſelves into the Al- 
feRtions, and not ruffle the Paſſions of thoſe _ * 


with whom we converſe. Thus did our Lox D. 
himſelf by the ſeven Churches of Aſia, as you 
may ſee in his Epiſtles to them, --- We ſhould 
endeavour to deſcribe the Danger, and to detect 


the Sins and Delufions of ſome Men, in a 


more general and diſtant Manner, without ſpe- 
cial Application to them; when we have Rea- 
ſon to conclude, that they would not bear per- 


onal Examination and Admonition, Thus 
we may without Offence, in the moſt. ſtrong 
nd pointed Manner, addreſs the Conſciences 


f ſuch Men as would be prejudiced and af- 


fronted by a perſonal Addreſs, This Method 
[you know) the Apoſtle Paul took with Fe- 


ix ; and left his own Conſcience to make the 
\pplication. 42s xxiv. 25, We ſhould like- 
riſe take Care, not too bluntly and abruptly,” 
without a proper Introduction; nor unſea ona 


by, in the Midſt of Converſation or Buſineſs ; 


uch leſs imperioufly, ira Way of Challenge 


Do — * 


or Demand, to examine any Man as to his re- 
ligious Experiences, leſt we bring Contempt 1 
pon our ſelves and our Profeſſion.--But yet 
it is doubtleſs our Duty upon proper Otcafions, - ü 
in a kind affectionate Manner, to diſcourſe dur! 
Neighbour upon his religions State” and At“ 
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ainments, ſo chat the Rule be thefeim attend“ 4 || 
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== Perſons, and Chriſtians indeed; who ſo 


64 


much obtains among us. I can't ſee hoy 


and Jon at Nought their Brethren.” | 
another, thou condemneft thy felf 3 for thou that 
- ſkdge/t, de deft the ſame Thing. — You are com 


ſame Breach, you cenſure and judge them as un. 
Converted Perſons, or in other Words, for mee 


: 0 fit caſt * Beam out of thine own E Eye, tha 


od, Rom. xv. 2 ** every one of us pleaſe bi 
Neightour, for his Good, to E dification. | 


Prix Er. E 171 don t too much intrude. - 
<« upon your Time and Patience, I would ſtill E 
propoſe one of my principal Objections a. a. 
gainſt the Conduct of many of our late“ t! 
< Converts, which has prov'd a ſpecial Mat-“ L 
by ter of Prejudice and Stumbling to me.” “ u 


64 


- Tuzorn,. Be pleaſed, Sir, to ſpeak freely e 
without Compliment or Reſtraint. I am yet m 


ready to contribute what I can to your $4: Fett 


tisfaCtion. 8 +. v 


Er NET. What 1 refer to, is - that 
5 JUDGING and CENSURING Pirit, which ſo 


© theſe can be (as they pretend) convertet 


<<. openly and avowedly judge their Brethren; 
' Tazopn. Hold, Sir ; Wherein thou judge 
bing of others for Cenſoriouſneſs; and in the 


Hypocrites, Don't you know who has directe 


Ui 


% 
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thou mayſt ſee charh to coft the Aden out of thy - 4 
Brether's E ye 7 : | | 


ill EeineET. © Sir, I accept your AY 
a and heartily thank you for it. 1 ſee. that 
tel“ the Fault is on both Sides, by which theſe 
t. Diſtances and Alienations of Mind are kept 
» MW up among Profeſſors of Religion. But 

« though J have carried my Centure roo far, 
„i“ even till I have falien into the fame F ault 
et myſelf; yet you muſt nevertheicis own, 
a © that this judging and cenſuring Spirit is 
© what the Scriptures every where corn? 


* 


"at | Porn, There is nothing more certain, 
f than that the Scriptures do repeatedly and in 
uche ſtrongeſt Terms condemn our judging. and 
edfficenſuring one another,---It may therefore be 
ſo proper to conſider what that Sin it, which the 
; Scriptures, ſo often teſtify againſt, In Order 
to which I would enquire of you, whether you 
think it an unlawful Judging & Cenſoriouſneſs, 
Wo determine of a viſibly /-ofe, ſcandalous. and 
pafiprofiigate Perſon, that he is in an uncanuverted 
8 ; 26d as ſuch, an Heir of . 8 
ath : £74 We 


ell The Unrighteous ſhall nt inherit the - Kingdom .' 
* & 9 28 and the Tree is known Fits W ”; i 
I) 3". | e 1 
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1 * 2 Diſplay. 
=» 


Tnzork. hit ſinful ee con- 
dude, that ſuch who are open Deſpi/ers of W © 
vital Piety ; and Neglecters of God's Worſhip, 1“ 
Wo don't pray in their Families, or attend MW © | 
= publick Ocdigances ; who viſibly abhor all 72 MW 
1 GgiousConver ſation, and oppoſe all * promote 
5 are 7er in a carnal State ? 


2 EringEr. © Some- Parts of this Queſtion WAtt 
do (I confeſs) moſt ſenſibly affect me: You du 
have brought the Matter home to my own Wre/ 

= ** Caſe. But though I thereby condemn my Netti 

i ſelf, I think this alſo muſt be anſwet'd in Wie: 

the Negative, For God is @ Rewag 1 of 

none but choſe, who diligently ſeek hin. and 
= - 6 they who e bim (much more they who 

13 delpi him will be (af off for cuer. 


— ws Wt, 
. * 
* 


1 1 May we not lawfully judge ſuch 
Men to be infincere and in an unconverted 
State, who re in an outward: Profeſſion, in 

their moral Honeſty, or religious Duties, with: 
| out any Experience of a regenerating Change 
or of a wy Faith in Chriſt ? 
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* 66 Ts is Joubtleb true, that abun 
ce be ſuch who have a Name to live, when they 
F< predead; and have a Form of Godlineſi, with- 
= out the Power. And it can be no Cenſori- 

= ** ouſneſs. to determine of ſuch as theſe, in ge- 
Cr neral, that they are _Hypocrites and in a 
\S | "© carnal 
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e en State. But what Buſineſs have we 
to make the Application to patticular _ 


« ſons ? Can we judge Men's Hearts'; 


© know what are, or are not, the free 


te Tranfactions between God and their Souls! Ri 


T HEOPH. Sdppdlſe I were diſcourſing with | 


any Man about his religious Experiences and 
Attainments; and found good Reaſon to con- 
clude, that he reſted in a meer Form of Godli- 


reſt, and a3 theteby in Danger of eternal Per- 
dition; Don't Charity and Compaſſion to his 


pre: 10 15 s Sou! oblige me to tell him my Fears, 
with Reaſons of them, that I may (if poſ- 
ble) Nerent mo ing, with 2 Li, in bis. 
ht Hand? - ive you a more ſehſible 


Apprehenſion of whats I mean: Suppoſe from 


the Account you have given of your ſelf in the 
preſent Converſation, I have Reafon to con- 
clude, that you are yet a Stranger to the Power 
of Gedlinef? 7, am I not obliged in Duty to God 


before vou ? 


% 


Erber. by 1 believe both hoſe 8 
ſtions ſhould be anſwer'd in che A 
; mative,” | 


THE, well a thee A os 


ind F 7 to you, to 25 NN "pe | 


on to repreſent to.. particular Perſons our © 9 0 
ars of their reſting in a meer Form of God- 1 


„ 4 1 Diſplay 


: Kel: And pardon me, Sir, if out of. a ten 
der Regard. to your eternal Intereſt, I am obli- 
ged, to tell you that I can't but think the Oc- 
caſion is now before me. I am awfully afraid, 
from your utter Unacquaintedneſs with the 
Methods of divine Grace in a Sinner's Conver- 
ſion, that you have never yet experienced that 
Change, which you certainly muſt experience, 
or never enter the Kingdom of Heaven. This, 
Sir, is tHe greateſt Kindneſs to you that I am 
at preſent capable of; and I hope, you wil 
accept it accordingly. 


5 * EpineT. Fir, you ſurprize me. Tho' 
et my Conſcience was before laying me 
Charge againſt me, your faithful Dealing 
(for which I heartily thank you. ) has re- 
e vived and quickned its Accuſations 5 and 
« my Mind is grown very uneafy, that ! 
«« am-not.ſo fit for further Diſcourſe.- But it 
„ mayn't.be unſerviceable to me, to hear your 
LE * particular Sentiments upon the preſent Sub- 

« jet. It may perhaps further remove thoſe 
% -finful Prejudices, that I am ſenſible J have 
entertain d. As you: have already ſhewn 
<< who are not guilty of ſinfully judging one 
« another : Be pleas'd alſo to ſhew what thu 
« Sin is, which the Scriptures ſo much con- 
% demn, and who _ be ol I guilt 
66 . it. 3 | 
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Tagork. The Lord grant, that your pre- 


ſent Concern may end in well-grounded Com- 
fort and Peace ! --- As for my Sentiments upon 
the Subject under Conſideration, I mall ue | 


them in the following Particulars. 


Is There is no Doubt . 8 AIR but that I 


there has be'n utterly a Fault among us, inthe 
Cenſorioufneſs and reproachful Aſperſions, that 
have be'n ſo commonly obſerv*d and complain'd 


of, in ſo many Parts of the Country: Nor can 
it de doubted by any that have read the New 2 
Teſtament, that this is a very great Sin, de- 


ſtructive of chriſtian Charity, injurious to dur 


Neighbour's Reputation, productive of Diviſi- F \ 


ons and Animoſities; and of Prejudices in 
Men's Minds againſt the Profeſſors, and even 


the Profeſſion of vital Piety: And therefore 
very provoking unto God.--- But then it con- 
cerns us, that we our ſelves may avoid this Sin, 
which we ſo juſtly condemn. in others, chari- 


tably to conclude, that ſome of theſe a& with 


_ good Views, though upon miſtaken Principles ; 2 
and that they have a Zeal for God therein, tho” 3 


it be not according to Knowledge.) 


2. They who adventure to 8 es Gee i | 


of ſuch, ' who are of 2 regular and blameleſs 


Converſation, Friends to a: religious Life, and 
careful Obſervers of the Ordinances of. God, 
e any n e with their 


7 5  religioug 4 
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Uneſs.- And pardon me, Sir, if out of a ten- 
der Regard to your eternal Intereſt, I am obli- 
ged, to tell you that I can't but think the Oc- 
caſion is now before me. I am awfully afraid, 
from your utter Unacquaintedneſs with the 
Methods of divine Grace in a Sinner's Conver- 
on, that you have never yet experienced that 
Change, which you certainly muſt experience, t. 
or never enter the Kingdom of Heaven.--This, MW C 
Sir, is tHe greateſt Kindneſs to you that I am b 
at preſent capable of; and I hope, you will 


© EY 


- * 


accept it accordingly. 


Ering r. Sic, you ſurprize me. Tho 
| © my Conſcience. was before lay ing e 
Charge againſt me, your faithful Dealing 
& ( for which I heartily thank you) has re- 
e yived and quickned its Accuſations ; and 
e my Mind is grown very uneafy, that IM} v 
am not ſo fit for further Diſcourſe.---But tF c 
e mayn't.be unſerviceable to me, to hear you} v 
particular Sentiments upon the preſent Sub-M t. 
«jet. It may perhaps further remove those 4 

% -finful Prejudices, that I am ſenſible I have a 
entertain d. As you: have already ſnewu i 
= *©-who are not guilty of ſinfully judging one 
— * another : Be pleas'd alſo to ſhew what thi 
i js, which the Scriptures ſo much con- 
«© demn, and who may be faid -to be guilty 
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the Profeſſion of vital Piety: And therefore 
very provoking unto God. But then it con- 


l 
good Views, though upon miſtaken Principles ; 2 j 
| 


of ſuch, ' who are of 2 regular and blameleſs 
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Targor. The Lord grant, that your pre- 
ſent Concern may end in well grounded Com- 9 
fort and Peace ! --- As for my Sentiments upon 
the Subject under Conſideration, 1 thall * 
them 1 in the following Particulars, de | 

| 


* There i is no Doubt 8 . but that 
there has be'n utterly Fault among us, in the 
Cenſorioufneſs and reproachful Aſperſions, that 
have be'n ſo commonly obſerv'd and complaia'd Mt 
of, in ſo. many Parts of the Country: Nor can 
it be doubted by any that have read the New iſ 


| Teſtament, that this is a very great Sin, de- 


ſtructive of chriſtian Charity, injurious to cur 
Neighbour's Reputation, productive of Diviſi- al 
ons and Animoſities; and of Prejudices in 
Men's Minds againſt the Profeſſors, and even 


cerns us, that we our ſelves may avoid this Sin, 
which we ſo. juſtly condemn. in others, chari- i 
tably to conclude, that ſome of theſe a& with 


and that they have a Zeal for God therein, tho* Mn 
it be not according to Knowledges. 5 =— 


2 They who adventure to 8 the Stats © | 


Converſation, Friends to 2 religious Life, and 

careful Obſervers of the Ordinances of God, Mi 

HOW any e e with their "= 
3 b religioug 1 
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religious Experiences, are guilty of this Sin, 2 
Who at thou that fudgeſt another Man's Ser- vi 
vant? to his oon Maſter he flandeth or fal. D 

b. Rom, xiv. 4. Fudge Nothing before the Fe 

Time, until the Lord come, who both will bring Wl bu 

% Light the hidden Things of Darkneſs ; and B. 

[ will make manifeft. the Counſelr of the Heart, WW 
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23. They who publih and proclaim abroad Ml m. 
= their F-ars and Apprehenfions, of regular and ¶ ca 
blameleſs Profeſſors, that they are but Formali/?s 
and Hypocrites, though they may ſuppoſe they 
have good Grounds for their Fears, are notwith- 
=_ ftanding guilty of that judging, which the Scrip-- 
ture condemns. For they hereby ſet at Nought- 
= heir Brother, contrary to Rom. xiv. 10. And 
= Jpn evil of their Brother ; and judge their 
= Brother, and thereby ſpeal Evil of the Law, 
= and judge the Lato; they are therefore not Do- 
= ers of the Law, but Fudges. Jam. iv, 11,--- 
& Theſe Apprehenſions, if ſuch we have, ſhould 
either be concealed in our own Breaſts ; or elſe; 
= (if we bare Opportunity for it) privately, cha- 
= ritably, and affectionately communicated only: i 
= to the Perſon concern d, for his beſt Good and 
WE Adams, COTE 


= 4. They who with Rigour, Roughneſs and 
Atſperity, in dealing with any Perſons of a re- 
8 gular Converſation, do admoniſh them of theig. | 
—_— gs Formaliiy 
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Thoughts they may now ES they muſt | 


%. 


Of Gop's ſpecial Grace. 69 4A 


Firtiakitys and they who in a mater haughty. 4 


Manner determine their preſent State and future 


Danger; theſe are likewiſe guilty of this Sin. 
For herein alſo they are not Diers of the Lau-. 


but Judges; and hereby they put @ Stumbling 


Block and Occaſion to fall, in their Brother's 3 


May, contrary to Rom. xiv. 13. They here- 


by icritate Men's Paſſions, prejudice them a 


gainſt the Perſons and Profeſſion of their Ad- 
moniſhers : and inflame the Enmity of their 
carnal Mind to the Power of Godlineſs? 


8 Men run into theſe Methods of 


jud zing thoſe Miniſters of the Goſpel, who are 
viſibly well-gualiſied for the Miniftry, and have 
viſibly conducted themſelves woll in the Diſ- 
charge of their ſacred Truſt, they are more ag 


gravatedly guilty of this Sin ; by prejudicing 


People againſt their Miniſters ; and thereby 
making them ſlight the Ordinances of the Goſ- 
pel,to the great Danger of their precious Souls. 
This is to do direct Violence to that Admoni- 


tion, 1 Pim. v. 19, Againſt an Elder receive 
Int an Aceuſation, but before two or three ii 


100%; and to that Exhortation, Phil. ii. 29. 


Hold ſuch in Reputation. Upon the whole, 4 | 
they who have been guilty in any of theſe In- + 5 


ſtances, have great Reaſon for a particular and 


deep Repentance ; and for a ſolemn. Cate to 1 


reform their future Conduct. F or, Whatever 
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quickly ſtand before that Judge, bo will let | 


the World ſee the Honour he puts upon his 
Nerd; and the Regard he expects from all 


who profeſs his Name, to the Rules which he 


| has given them.--- Thus, Sir, I have endea- 
voured according to my Capacity, to anſwer 
your Demands in this Inſtance alſo. Are 
there any other Difficulties before yous which 
n ſhould be conſider d? 


Erixzr. 5 I ſhould be wenge ä 


13 by hearing your Opinion of the Practice 


& which has very much obtain'd of late, of 
& poſitively determining the Conver/ion of par- 
«+ ticular: Perſons ; and even of declaring to 
& their Faces, that they ate in a converted and 


4 ſafe Eſtate ; though perhaps in ſome of 


s thoſe Inſtances, there has been but a very 
* ſhort Time to obſerve this great Change.-- 
© Theſe Things have tumbled me. But I'm 


afraid, whether J han't been acted more by 


0 Prejudice, than by a proper Concern for the 


= Intereſts of — in my Oppoſition to 
4 | 2 , 
3 em.“ * 


* 


Tarorn. Yau muſt own; 8 theſe S 


rations of the bleſſed Spirit, whereof we have 
# bien diſcourſmg,are'in their own Nature /enftble 
F +more 3 which may be diſcerned by thoſe 
who are the happy Subjects of em. They 


e, who have had a convincing and' wi 
ing 
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bling Senſe of their Sin, Guilt and Impoten- l 1 | 
cy ;, who have been thereby driven to Deſpair 


of Help from any Refuges of their own; who 
m this their Extremity, :have had a Diſcovery. 


of the Sufficiency and Willingneſs of the Lord 


Teſus Chriſt to ſave them; and have betaken 
themſelves for Refuge to this Hope ſet before 


them; ſuch may be capable to exhibit in ſome - 


Meaſure theſe their Experiences, with the Com- 
forts which flow from them, to others; and 
thereby give good Reaſon to hope, that the 
Power of God's ſpecial Grace has indeed' paſſed 
upon their Souls.--- And if in any late Inſtan- 
ces, this Change has appeared very ſudden and 
ſurprizing, there is the clearer Evidence of the 


elmighty Efficiency, by which it is wro wh ; 4 


and the greater Reſemblance of the firſt 
verſions i in the Chriſtian Church, EE 


EeinerT..* Do you then fappele it pro- 
„ per in this Caſe, to inform ſuch Perſons, in 
« firong and poſitive Terms, that they are now 


converted toGod,and become Heirs of eter- 
* nalGlery. ; and to publiſh and proclaim the 


* ſame Thing abroad to the World?” 


e bin. Man can look no further chat 10 
the outward Appearance; the Lord only hoketh - 


on the Heart. We are not therefore to aſſume 1 


the divine Prerogative, by pretending to any 


Certainty, even in the moſt comfortable and 
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romiling Appearances of this Kind. T 
2 have made the highe/ft Pretences owa 
have met with Inftances enough to confute and 
. ſhame their Confidence; and to humble them 
for their own Claim to any Thing of an exad 
Spirit of Diſcerning. Iti is enough for us to 
es as far in this Cafe, as the Apoſtles themſelves 
did ordinarily pretend to; and to fay as in 
1 Pet. v. 12. By Sylvanus, a faithful Bro- 
" ther, as I ſuppoſe. --- Beſides, this confident 
determining his State may prove very miſ- 
chievous to the ſuppoſed Convert. Our miſ- 
[Ong his Caſe, and yet poſitively decreeing 
in his. Favour, may lull him aſleep in a dange- 
tous Security: And he. will find but little 
Cauſe to thank us for our Confidence, when 
al his 1 e are eternally cut off. 


Jon chis Occaſion, the Gen- 
3 ſeem' d to be in very 
great Perturbation of Mind. 
He wept, ; ------ and fat a 
* while Glent - but at laſt 
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a ſort of Ag gony, he vented 


Trurr. 


oo © w& „ Tm 


n 
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© rable Sins; as I have ſo long withſtood, and 


tet 
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EPPIN ET. O Sir, you don't know with © "i 
« what Force your laſt Words ſtruck my 
« Mind, ETERNAL Diſappointment ! O 
« ETERNITY I Tho can dwell with ever- Wi 
e laſting Burnings |--- Dear Sir, Can you ad- 
« yiſe a poor ſelf- deceiving Hypocrite how. T MW 
< ſhall eſcape the dreadful, the eternal Conſe= 


+ quence of my Self-Deceit ! O what a ⁶ 


expect Salvation by Chriſt without an Intereſt M 
in him !“ 5 | 7 23 


Tukorh. You know, Sir, what Advica © 
the Apoſtle gave to one, who was in the like. 
Caſe as you ſeem to be now in: Believe i IM 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt -; and thou ſhalt e 
ſaved. | 1 Sy e 


« Dream, what a Delirium have I been in, tao 
| 
| 


EIN ET. But you have already convin- Mi 
« ced me, that this is not in my Power; this Mi 
depends upon the ſovereign: Agency of the Ml 
<* Spirit of God, of that bleſſed Spirit, whoſe 4 
“ Operations I have oppoſed and flighted 3- Ml 
and he may juſtly now reje& me; and leave 
me forever, under the Guilt of.my-inhume- 


upon every Occaſion ſpoke àgainiſt his divine 
Influences. It's. certain, I can't help mx 

'* ſelf ; and I'm afraid he'll now Jeave me in 

„my Diſtreſs,» to call upon him and receive naa 


74 Diſplay 
40 Anſiuer, to ee him early ant never find 
* bim. 1 


Tugor. I rejoice to ſee you deſpairing F 
al in your /e/f: but take Heed, that you 
don't avipair of the infinite Mercy of Gov ; 
and of the infinite Merit and Compaſſion of 
the glorious REDEEMER, --- Go to G6d in 
Prayer: labour ſenſibly to acknowledge the Sin 
of your Nature; and the Sins of your Practice, 
with their ſpecial Aggravations. Lament be- 
fore him this particular Sin, that ſeems to faſten 
upon your Conſcience at this Time.--- Ac- 
knowledge yourGuilt and Deſert of his Wrath; 

cknowledpe your Impotence and utter Inabi- 
lity to help your ſelf; and that you lie at his 
Mercy. Caſt yourſelf at his Foot ; and be- 
ſeech him, with importunate Ardour of Soul, 
that he will draw you to Chrift,--- And endes 
vour to lot to Feſus Chri/?, as a Saviour ſuf- 
ficient for you, how numerous, how great, 
\ and ageravated ſoever your Sins are ; and how 
dark and difficult ſoever your Caſe is, or Can 
be. And hold on in this Way, whatever ao 
| Succeks: * to be. 


Erin ET. © I'm an old Man; an old Lin 
4 ner, and Deſpiſer of Mercy. I'm afraid it 
* 10 too late.“ | 
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THatoPn,. It is indeed too late to hay” any 


longer in your Security, or to put off the Con- 1 


cerns of your Soul, and reject the Offers of 
Mercy any more, But bleſſed be God ! Be- 
hold, notu. is the accepted Time ! behald, notu is 


the Day of Salvation /--- God has waited long Ml 


upon you; and has not taken the Forfeiture 
at your Hands; but is by your preſent Con- 
cern giving you a happy Evidence, that your 


Day of Grace is not yet paſt. ---- O therefore. Ml 


now fly for Refuge to take hold of the Hope that 
is ſet before you. There i is yet Hape 1 n a WW 


concerning this Thing, 


EPIN ET. If I am ſaved, it will be one 
« of the greateſt Diſplays of Divins Grace, 
„ that ever was known;--- Well ! I Will Ee 
« at the Footſtool of God's infinite Mercy: 
oi if I muft periſh, I will periſh there 1 


Tenge A good Concluſion ! If the 


Lord aſſiſt you to keep this Reſolution, your 


Caſe will be very hopeful, 


Eriner.. « Sir, I heartily thank you for | 
all your Kindneſs and Faithfulneſs to me: 
And intreat your Prayers for a poor guilty - | 
worthleſs Wretch,---It is now grown late 3 


« and I muſt (tho' with * Sag . 4 9 


« F arewel,” 
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| THreopn. Sir, a good Night to you !---Tt 

is my Duty to pray for you, that God would 
carry on his Work in your Heart, enable'you 
to bring your weary and heavy- laden Soil to 
Chriſt ; and not leave you to wear off theſe Im- 
preflions, until you find Reſt in him. May 
the God of all Grace ſhew you his Mercy, and 
viſit you with his Salvation! 
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Erima r. &© Amen. | Amen 
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Second Conference. 


TME next Day after the Converſation be- 
TE: fore recited, the Miniſter having Occa- 
| ſion of a long Journey, was about 4 
Month abſent from Home. And the 
firſt Day after bis Return, he was again viſited 
Eb) the ſame Gentleman, who with a cheatful. 
Countenance addreſſed him in the. een 
Manner. 


1 Fehr“ & Sir, you are come: Home, 
Tam heartily glad to ſee you.---I had al- 
% ways a great Value for you; but much; IM 
“ greater. now than ever before. I can now MM 
© more feelingly ſay, How beautiful" are the 
i Fett of them that preach the „ 3 
* and PE glad Trani of goed Things e. 
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W-.. Tarors. Sir: F rejoice to ſee you, As 
you have been very much upon my Mind ſince 
your laſt Viſit, I have earneſtly long'd to know 
the Effect of that Concern, which you then ex- 
preſs'd, about your eternal Intereſts. 


ErIx ET. If I ben't again deceiving my 
- © ſelf, God has been wonderfully gracious to 
«© one of the greateſt of Sinners. And not- 
= © withſtanding my long Abuſe of Mercy, and 
» Oppoſition to the Operations of his bleſſed 
a Spirit, g 


upon the uttering theſe laſt 
F Expreſſions, the Gentleman was 
E ftopt by his Tears; and for 
E ſome Time incapacitated to fi- 
2 niſh what he began to ſp eak : 
but at Length foppreſing his 
iq nora he proceeded. 13 
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85 „ Notwitbltanding (Lay) my enormous 
* Guilt, 2 merciful God has, I hope, even in 
© my old Age, made ſome Manifeſtations of 
his Love i in Jeſus Chriſt to my Soul. wx 
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TnrxEopn. If you have chad experienced a 
ſaving Change, you are laid under the higheſt 
Obligations of Gratitude to the ſpecial, diſtin- 

zuiſhing, and ſovereign Mercy of God; and 
op Reaſon eternally to magnify and "praiſe 
the Riches of that Grace, by which you are 
accepted in the Beloved, --- Will you be pleaſed 
to favour me with a general Narrative of the 
Methods, by which you were brought. to this 
comfortable Concluſion? 


Ex ET. „ left you laſt with a Sort 66 
* a Reſolution, that I would lie at the Foot- 
{© ſtool of God's Mercy; and determin'd, if I 


«© muſt periſh, to periſh there. And accord- WM 


« ingly I retired to my Cleſet as ſoon as I came 
% home; and attempted to pour out my diſ- 
t treſſed Soul to God. But alas! my Mind 
« was Nothing but Horror and Diſtreſs. 
„ The Sins of my paſt Life, even from my 


« earlieſt Youth, were ſet in Order before m/ | 
« Eyes. 4 could not look to God, but as to 15 
« a provoked Judge. The Idea's of eternak 


« Deſtruction ſeem'd to interrupt every Con- 
*“ feſſion of Sin, and every Petition for Mers 2 
« cy; and in ſhort, the whole Performance 


« was. a meer Medly of DiſtraQion} and. Con- 


« fuſion : Infomuch that the ſmall Gleam 
of Comſort, which flow'd from the fore- 


„ mention'd Reſolution, was now quite loft. g þ 
WW; "Epi. What __ could * entertain from 
<1 HE Tuck il 
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ſuch Li- Service to an Omniſcient God !:.. 
Lretired to my Bed; and there lay tofling 
to and fro, until the Dawning of the Day. 
Il ſpent the following Day in Fa/ting and 
Prayer, with but little better Succeſs. --- 1 
examin'd my Conduct towards Men, in all 
the Dealings of my Life, as particularly as! 
could; and refolv*'d upon Re/tirution to all 
whom I had wrong'd, in every Inſtance 
that I could remember. But this Bed alſo 
was too ſhort for me to ſtretch my ſelf upon, 
T ſaw that theſe Things, though neceſſa- 
ry Duties, would never appeaſe the Divine 
Juſtice, and atone for my Sins'z nor pur- 
chaſe the Favour of God. --- I ſometimes. 
endeavour'd to comfort myſelf with Reſelu- 
tions of a more. ſtrict and watchful Lie : 
and ſometimes endeavour'd to look to the 
Lord Feſus : Chriſt for Salvation; but was 
ſenſible, that I could not act Faith in him. 
Il ſpent a great Part of my Time for the 
- firſt Fortnight, in AQs of Devotion; and 
yet found my Heart as hard as a Stone, I 
could excite no Affection or Paſſion, but 
Fear, in any of -my Approaches unto God. 
I was now ready to conclude my Caſe 
hopeleſs : that I was left of God; and that 


J ct my Day of Grace was paſt.---In this Ex- 


tremity I retired to my Cloſet 3 and was en- 
1 abled, with a more feeling Senſe, to con- 
s fefs my utter Unworthineſs of Mercy 3. and 
13 # & 5 . 2 Was 
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i« was filled with Admiration at. the Pati- 
% ence of God towards me, that I was yet out 
«© of Hell. I ſaw that I could not help my elf; 

« and did not deſerve, that God ſhould help 
% me. I concluded the Duty with a Sort of 
„ Reſignation of myſelf into his Hands, I ac- 
„ knowledged, that I lay at his Mercy; if he 
„ would grant me an [Intereſt in. Chriſt and 
«© his Salvation, it would be to the eternal 
“Glory of his great Name: But he would. 
{© be moſt ju/t,if he ſhould caſt me off forever, 
«© I reſolved to leave the Caſe with him, how= 
ever he would be pleaſed to deal with me. 
“And this ſomething eaſed my Mind; and 
put me into a more calm and quiet Frame.. 


Tarr: You ſpeak of a Calm in your 
Mind, that follow'd this Submiſſion, Did you 
now conclude your ſelf in a ſafe State? A» 


Lyivnr; „No, Sir, but my Hues were 
© ſomething revived ; and my Dejfres after 
*© CHRIST were moe than proportional to. 
e my Hopes.--- O ( thought I) that I could 
but obtain an Intereſt in CHRIST ! How 
9 _ is an Intereſt in him to be prefer'd 
“ © all the World J. I could not then envy  * 
8 ihe Magnifcence or Grandeur of the great 
© Men of the World. - I faw this World to 
be what it is, a Bubble, a Nothing, when 
'* compar?d to an Intereſt in Chat”? >-- 


THRoPH.. 
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THrEoPH. And how did you at laſt ob- 


tain Satisfaction in that important Point ? 
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EIN ET. After ſome Days ſpent i in ſuch 


* ardent Deſires after an Intereſt in Chrift, 
=. cc 


accompany'd with ſuch Endeavours as I was 
capable of, I happen'd to read Luk. vii. 41, 

42. Ti dere tons d certain Creditor, which had 
two Debtors : the one owed Five hundred 
Pence, the other fifty ; when they had nothing 


* to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tull 


me therefore, which of them will love him 


mol. This gave me a ſurprizing View 


of the Freeneſs of redeeming. Love; and 
the Readineſs of our bleſſed Saviour to par- 
don and fave all ſuch Sinners that come to 
him, without Diſtinction or Difference, the 
greateſt as well as the ſmalleſt.--- With what 
a full and convincing Light, and with what 


© inexpreffible Satisfaction, could I now be- 


hold, that there was Safety for my poor 
ouilty trembling Soul in Chriſt ! --- I tho't 
if I had a thouſand Souls, I could venture 
them all with him, Tho' my Sins were 
ever ſo many and great, he would. frank- 
ly forgive them all. The Efficacy of his 
Blood was ſufficient for any Sinner under 
Heaven; and therefore ſufficient for me. 
I found my ſelf joyfully willing to accept 
this Saviour upon any Terms; to do, be, or 


bear whatever he call'd and enabled: me. to. 
66. —Tbeſe 
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--- Theſe delightful Operations of my 
2 © Mind ſtopt the Progreſs of my reading for 
% ſome conſiderable Time. At length I un- 
« dertook to read the remaining Part of the 
« Chapter, and when I came to the 48th 
« Verſe, And he ſaid unto her, Thy Sins are 
. forgiven, a powerful Impreſſion accompany'd 
«© the reading thoſe Words, as if they had been 
“ ſpoken to me in Perſon.--- How did this fill 
«© me with Wonder and Joy / How did my 
© Soul cry out, Lord, ie: am I Whence 
* this aſtoniſhing Mercy to ſo vile a Wretch / 
„% O how in me has the Lord Feſus Chrift 
ce ſhew'd forth all Long-ſuffering, for a Pat- 
tern to them that ſhould hereafter believe on 
« him I- But I can't deſcribe to you the ra- 
*© 'viſhing Satisfaction of the Remainder of that 
* Day, and the whole ſucceeding Night.--- 
Since that Time, my joyful Views of the _ 
Love of God are ſenſibly remitted : but 
«© my Comfort remains; and I ſtill find ſuch WM 
Delight and Enlagement in all the Du- 
ties of Religion, as I never experienced be- 
„ fore.--- This is a brief and imperfect Repre- 
ſentation of my Caſe ; and I defire you 
would deal freely and impartially with me, 
in giving me your Opinion of 1 it. 


* 3 wy Ty ' ta, Tr © bh. SB 0 34 


oC 
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© Taxon. My Opinion will ſtand you in 
but little Stead.--- If you had a Certificate from 
all. the Miniſters in the World, it would not be | 
accepted il 


” = 
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accepted at the Bar of your fal Judge. Or if 
they all decree you a Hypocrite 3 and the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt accepts and approves you in 
the great Day, you will be ſafe enough. -I 
can't however but hope, that I have Cadle to 
join with you in praiſing God for this Work 
of Grace, which he has wrought in yeur Soul. 
May the ſucceeding Fruits of the bleſſed Spirit 


? _ convince us both, that our Hopes are well 


grounded, If it be indeed a ſaving Change, 
(as I hope it is ) it will-have a happy-and abi- 
ding Effet upon your Heart and Life ; by 
which your Hope and Comfort may be further 
confirmed.---I am glad to find you fo chear- 
Fully and delightfully truſting your Sou] in your 
Redeemer's Hands. But remember, that you 
are not always to expect Sun-ſhine and fair 


Weather. You mutt prepare for a Storm; 


and reſolve through Grace, that whatever 


 - Temptations or Corruptions you may encoun- 


ter, you will yet keep your Heart fixed, truſting 
in the Lord,---Have you met with no Rub in 


; Four Way, ſince your firſt Comfort ? . 


EpIN ET. Ves, Sir, I fell into Company 
on the laſt Night, with a Gentleman Who. ve- 
&© hemently exclaims againſt our Miniſters, 
and the Doctrines they teach; which put 
me into ſome little Confuſion. But I choſe 
* i: id any Diſputation with bim; and 

"a urged 
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5 urged him to meet me here to "oy which 
he promiſed to do; and 1. * him every 
«© Minute.“ 


Ca as theſe Words were 


ſpoken, the Perſon mention'd 


knockt at the Door, who being 


introduced-with uſual Salutati- KK 


ons, the following ſhort Dialogue 


enſued ; in which this Gentle- 
man will be repreſented under 


the borrowed Name of LI N 


BERTINUS. ] 


Tn kor. I ſuppoſe this may be the Gen- 
tleman you referred to, in your Diſcourſe 
juſt now. 


\ EPINET, 20 Ves, Sir. He is come to et Ss 


. you know the Objections he has againſt 


* your Mini i/try, and the Doctrines 9 85 teach!” | [1 


Lin ERTIN us. Upon this Gentleman? 3 1 
“% Requeſt, I promis'd the laſt Night, that 1 


*. been yy make the fame. Objections to your 
« Pace, that I then made to him * you 
at (and 
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ec 0 and other carnal Miniſters, who are leadin 
c poor Souls blindfold in the Way of peeing 


„ and Mifery) upon Condition that you will 
| ** patiently hear what I have to lay.” 


TryEoOPH. Sir, If I am as you repreſent me, | 


a carnal Miniſter, who am leading Sinners in 
the Way of Deftrudtion, it is high Time I 
ſhould hear, and good Reaſon I ſhould pati- 


2 cently hear my Danger ; ; and chearfully ſubmit 


to be led out of it, I ſhall therefore attend 


'in the Character of a Learner, to what In- 


E firutions you are pleaſed to give me. 


LIBER TIR. © You ſhew your legal Spi- 


< rit, by teaching Sinners the Neceſſity of 


* Preparation for their coming to Chriſt; 


rand not directing them to come immediate- 


lx, without Delay. 


* 


Tuzork. Be pleaſed to give me ſome par- 
ticular Directions, that I may know how to 


conduct my ſelf for the future.---And I firſt 
defire you would tell me what you mean by 


coming to Chr: 75 4 


Lis RTIN. © I mean, receiving him by 
6 Paith,” | | 


 TrEOPH. Should we direct Sinners to come 
| & Chrilt, and receive him * Faith, before 


ty i 


co 


cl 


ic 
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they underſtand the Way and Terms of Salon 


tion, propos'd in the Goſpel ? 


LinzxTIN, © No ! you ſhould inlruck 
© them in theſe Things ; and then exhort them 


«© to come to Chriſt, For how can they be- 


&* Jieve in him, of whom they have not beard.” 


Tuo. What ſhould we exhort them toy 
come. to Chriſt for ? | 


LIBERTIN. © To ſave them from their 
« Sin and Miſery.” Bo 

Wn Should we exhort them to.come: 
to Chriſt to ſave them from their Sin and 


Miſery, without ay Senſo that 588 ars linful 4 


and miſerable ? . 


LinzzTIN. 5 That's iwpolüble; and a 
i Contradiction.“ 


— 


— 


Tork. Should we dire & them to come 
to Chriſt, and receive him, with an Apprehen- 
ſion and Expectation that they can ſave them- 


ſelves; and have no Need of a ſpecial Interek 
in the "Redeemer ? 


LiszBrix. « No! you ſhould teach them 
their Neceflity of an Intereſt, in Chriſt ; 
and exhort them to come immediately. 8 


1 2 Tnzorn, 


14 * 
THR? 


1 
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- Tatoen. Should we teach them to come 
immediately to Chrift, and to receive him by 


Faith without any Def Ires of an Intereſt in 
him ? 


LiBERTIN, © We ſhould come to him fer 
*: Defires to receive and truſt him, 


Tuo. We ſhould then teach Men, to 
come to Chriſt againſt their Wills: and to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, that he may make them willing 
to believe in him !---Should we teach Men to 
bring their own Righteouſneſs with them, when 
they come to Chriſt ? and to expect Salvation 
from him for their own ſake, for their Duties, 
their good Purpoſes, or Performances ? 


LiBERTI N. © You had'nt Need (I-4xe 


© ſay} to teach 'em any more legal Doctrines 
„than you do. This Legality of yours, is 
1 what I am now finding F ault with, 00 


8 1 Should we ih 16 to come 
to Chriſt, and to receive him,-before they ſee 
any Safety i in ſo doing, and while hay dare 
not venture their Souls in his Hands? 


1 ** Why do you aſk ſuch Que: 
„ ftions ! You know,that receiving Chriſt by 
Faith implies ns in N and depending 
* upon him.“ Du 


TREO R. 


SS gegen ee s 


We exhort them to look to. Chriſ imedi- 
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_ Taxopn. Here then are fix different Pre- 
paratives, which you acknowledge neceſlary We 
to our receiving Chriſt by Faith. By your Wl 
own Conceſſions, a Sinner muſt firſt under- } 
ſtand the Way and Terms of Salvation.---He 
muſt be ſenſible of his ſinful and miſerable State. 
--- He muſt ſee his Impotency and Neceſſity of 
an Intereſt in Chrift.---He muſt have fuchDe- WW 
fires of an Intereſt in Chriſt, as will make him Me 
willing to accept him upon his own Terms,--He WW 
mult renounce all other Hopes andConfidences. 
- -- And he muſt fee ſuch Safety in believing in 
Chriſt, as will enable him readily to ven- 
ture his eternal Intereſts: in his Hands.-- Now WW 
then, what Doctrines do we teach, but what al 
you, yourſelf are forc'd to allow neceſſary to be 
taught ? We are as earneſt with Sinners to 
believe immediately in Chriſt, as you can be: 
and therefore admoniſh them to cry earneſtly ³ 
to God that he would remove all Hindrances 
out of the Way; and enlighten, perſuade and MW 
enable them to believe, that they may be ſaved, IM 


ately 3 but not with their Eyes hut. We cal 
upon 'em to give Chriſt immediate Entertains ⁵⁶ 
ment in their Souls: but we adviſe them, in 
Order to it, to get the Doors of their Hearts 
ohen u, Which are barr'd againſt him; that ſo 
he may come in and ſup with them, and ibey it 
him. We call upon them ta uſe: all: ap= 
pointed Means, to r out. of their Slecn, ** | 10 
5 5 3 | 1 j 
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ariſe from the Dead, us Chri 5 may give them 
. Light. | - 

LinERTIx. © Poor deluded Soul! J fee 
you han't been taught of God,” 


| TREOPEH. Though you find me unteachable 
in this Point, be pleas'd to proceed in your In- 
ſtructions; and ſee if you can't find better 
Succeſs hereafter, 


' TLisBegrTiIN. ** You teach, that Men may 
be true Believers, and yet not #now that they 
have ſaving Faith: And on the contrary, 
„% that they may have a joyful Perſuaſion 

, *© they are intereſted in Chriſt ; and yet be Un- 
| © Believers, Thus you give Men Hopes of Sal- 

vation, who want the very Eſſence of faving 
„ Faith; and would throw uncomfortable 
* Scruples into the Minds of thoſe, unto whom 
$* God __ Peace. 


'Tarzopr. Then you ſuppoſe, Manifeſtation 


or a Perſuaſion of our ju/tified State, belongs 


to the of a ſaving F aith. 


L1venTiIN. << Moſt certainly ! Can Men 


| © believe, and not know it? Is not Faith an 
3 & Exerciſe of the Mind? And can any Man 


| © be ignorant of the Operation of his own 
og Mind Pome * any Man believe in and de- 


* pend 


Cor 
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© pend upon the Lord Feſus Chriſt, as his 
% Saviour, and not be perſuaded of the Fruth 
« and Certainty of it? Or will the Spirit of 
© God ever give Men this joyful Perſuaſion, 
« when there is Nothing in it ? | 


THEoPH. Does not Faith in Jeſus Chriſt - 
| conſiſt in our receiving him uponGoſpel- Terms? 


LI1iBERTIN. ** Receiving Chriſt is certainly 
(as I told you before) the Scripture-Defini- 
tion of ſaving Faith. To as many as received 
„ him, to them gave he Power to become the 
& Children of Gd, even to them that believe on 
& his Name, John i. 12. | 


{ 
* 


* 


XR &R 


TEO PH. Which is Arn in Order ? Our 
AZ, in receiving the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; or the 
Evidence, that we have received him? 


LIBERTIN. It's certain, that there can 
© be no Evidence of an airy Nothing. The 
6 Act muſt needs preceed the Evidence of that 
Act. That can't be evidently true, which 
is not really true at all.— Bug what do you 
mean by this Queſtion #7 TE 292 


- TweorPn. Doth it not then follow, that 
we. muſt have Faith before we know, or have 
Evidence, that we believe in Chriſt ; fince we 
- if <anngt know we have that, which in Fact we: WE 
e | | _ bave . ji 
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have not? and conſequently, that Maniſefa- 1 
tion is not of the Eſſence of Faith ? 16 
AE | | cc 
_ LiBERTIN, “ There is but a very ſhort WI «« | 
& Diftance of Time between our receiving « 
5 Chriſt, and the Evidence that we have re- 
6 ceived him.“ 6 * 


THEoOPH. Suppoſe that there were but a | 
Minutes Diſtance. If true Faith can exiſt ¶ thc 
one ſingle Moment, without Manifeflation, it 
may for the ſame Reaſon exiſt a thouſand,--- Ml Þx 
If Perſuaſion of our good Eſtate be neceſſary i ab, 
and eſſential to true Faith, then it cannot exiſt 
one Minute without it, If this be not eflen- 
tially neceſſary to true Faith, it may ( tho' I II « 
don't think it ordinarily does) exiſt always II «« 
without it.--- I don't ſee how this-comes ſhort i «« 
of Demonſtration : You muſt certainly fal! 
under the Power of Conviction, 


 LaBeRTIN. *Demonſtration ! It is nothing I ra 
© but a Quibble, I ſee no Force in it to con- F 
„ vince-== | 


Tukork. Let me then enquire further into 
this Matter ..... Do you ſuppoſe, that all true 6 
Believers always have the Manife/tations of 
God's Love, and clear Evidences of an Intereſt 

in Chriſt ? OED 


Lis, 4 8 
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LI SER TIN. No ! They may be under 
© Deſertions. God may hide his Face, and 
&« they may be troubled There may be 
* ſuch, who fear the Lord and obey the Voice 
&« of his Servant, who yet walk in Darkneſs and 

* ſee no Light, But they have then no Faith 


«© in Exerciſe, 


Tareoepn. Are there not ſuch as have had 
thoſe Evidences and Manifeflations, which we 
are ſpeaking of, who areafterwards, the greateſt 
Part of thkir Lives in Darkneſs and Doubt 
about their State ? | 


LiBERTIN. © This is notoriouſly true: 
© but how comes it to be ſo, but from ſuch 
« Feachers as you are; and from ſuch Doc- 
6 trines as you teach? 


eter BD , > AS 3 o_—_@& 


THEorn. However it comes to paſs, you 

allow it to be Fact. And what Claſs muſt we 
rank theſe in, while in theſe dark and doubting 
Frames? Are they Believers, or Unbelievers ? 


Lig EN TIN. I have told you before, they 
are Believers, under Deſertion. They have 
„ the Habit of Faith; but are DONE a ouſ- 


6 penſion of the Exercife of it.“ 


e Suppoſe they ſhould die in this 
dark and vwubting Frame, what would their 10 
eternal State be? Lis | 
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LE ER TN. That's clear: Mbem he juſ- Ml 
| wifes, a bo alſo glorifies,” 7 


Tkkorh. The Sum of your preſent In-“ i 
ſtruction then is this. That there may be M* 1 
true Believers, who (while ſuch') may want 
the very Effence of a ſaving Faith- They may, 5 
the greateſt Part of their Lives, have the Habit fro: 
of Faith without the Exerciſe of it; and be all MOb 
this while wholly deſtitute of what is abſolutely MI at 
neceſſary to the very Being of true Faith.- They true 
may die in this State, true Believers, without Int. 
the Eſſence of Faith; and be eternally glorifi- If f 
ed.- Don't you think it high Time, that a car- Icon 
nal Miniſtry and an ignorant World ſhould be Hof i 
enlightned by ſuch Inſtructions as theſe | ing 
Well now, if you pleaſe, conſider the azher Mquc 
Part of your Charge againſt the carnal Miniſtry Hof 
; . you complain of; and ſee whether we are ſo din 
guilty as you ſuppoſe, by preaching that Men Wſcri 
may have a joyful Perſuaſion that they are the 
interested in CHRIS; and yet be Unbelievers, bel 
--- I would then enquire, Whether we muſt Him. 
conclùude ſuch a Per ſuaſion to be a ſaving Faith, MBu 
if it ſhould puff a Man up with Pride and Va- Wor 
{ nity of Mind; and cauſe him, like the Phari- live 
fees, to think himſelf righteous, and to deſpiſe 2 the 
thers ; or like thoſe in the Prophet, to ſay, Stand 
by thy ſelf ; come not nigh me; for I am bolier | 
than thou? 1 


LIBERTIV. WW 


* 
= 
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" LineRTiN. ** That can't be. But if it 
© were ſuppoſed, all that can be inferred from 
it, is, that they have Inperfection accompa“ 
* nying their Faith. | 


THEoPH. That this can be, is too evident 
from unqueſtionable Fact, open to every Body's 
Obiervation.--- And you are to remember, that 
I am not enquiring, whether theſe Perſons have 
true Faith: but whether this Per ſuaſion of an 
Intereſt in Chriſt be 2/ential to a true Faith, 


company their Faith, but is the Eyect and Fruit 
of it. It directly flows from what you call ſav- 
ing Faith, as the immediate Cauſe of its Pro- 
duction. -- -Suppoſe this Per ſuaſion be but a Part 


Jof the Deſcription of ſaving Faith; yet, accor- 


ding to you, it neceffarily belongs to the De- 
ſcription ; and is of the Eſence of Faith : and 
thence it follows, that it is Faith it /elf (what 
belongs to its Nature and Eſſence) that is the 
immediate Cauſe of Haughtineſs and Pride,--- 
But I forget that T am the Learner, What if 
ſome Perſons, who have this Perſuaſion, ſhould 


Wlive /inful ſenſual and ſcandalous Lives; are 


they notwithſtanding true Believers ? 


LiBERTIN, *©* They won't live fuch Lives 
* they will love Holineſs. But if they did 
© live as you ſuppoſe, they being intereſted in 
„the Redemption of Chriſt, can't fail of Sal- 
vation.“ Fx Rork. 


If ſo, this Pride and Vanity does not only ac= . 


96 The Libertine detected. 


Tork. The World has had too many Evi- 
dences, that Men may entertain this comforting 
and delightful Per ſuaſion of an Intereſt inChriſt; 
and yet live moſt profligate and abandon'd Lives. 
Was not this the Caſe of the Ranters, Mug- 
gletonians, Seekers, Familiſtit, &c? There are 
many now living amongſt us, who han't forgot 
the mad Freaks of the infamous CASE and 

BANKS, with their Followers. And, who 
could have a ſtronger Per ſuaſion of an Intereſt 
in Chriſt, than they had? How did they fre- 
quently go about the Streets in a Sort of Rap- 
ture, crying Joy, Joy !--- Was this their joy- 
ful Satisfaction, and Perſuaſion of their Intereſt 
in Chriſt, a true Faith, or not? 


LIBERTIN. Poor Man ! You have had 


© no Experience what this ſatisfactory and joy- | 


* 


ful Perſuaſion of an Intereſt in Chriſt means: 
Or elſe you would not have imagin'd this 
« People to be capable of it. 


THEoPH., Be pleas'd then to give me ſome 
further Information about it.---Is our receiving 
Chriſt, and our perſonal Perſuaſion of an In- 
tereſt in him, the ſame I hing? Or are 
they not? „„ 


LIBERTIN. I can't ſay, they are altoge- 
“ ther the ſame Thing. For, the receiving 


* a Gift, and Inowing that I do receive it, ate 


by ow ni © Filrkd, ) x a 


e 


; 
ng 
ue 


having received the Lord Jeſus Chriſt by Faith, 


all who have this Perſuaſion, are actually inter- 
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ce two different Things; tho' they accompany 
© one another, and can't be ſeparated, 


THEoPH. Is it not poſſible for a Man to 
deceive himſelf, by a ſtrong Perſuaſion of his 


when in Reality he has not ? May he not 
think himſelf Something, when he is Nothing? 
Did not Judas, did not the five fool;fþ Virgins, 
and the Church of Laodicea, deceive them- 
ſelves ?--- And won't all that live and die in 
ſuch Self-Deceit, neceſſarily periſh ? 


LIBERTIN. This can't be deny'd.“ 


Tgzorg. The Sum then of the preſent In- 
ſtruction you give me, is this: That the Per- 
ſuaſion, which you ſay is eſſential to a true 
ſaving Faith, may be productive of Pride and 
Vanity of Mind; & may conſiſt with a ſcanda- 
lous and profligate Life: - That it is not the ſame 
Thing with receiving Chriſt, or with ſaving 
Faith ; , but may, and ſometimes does deceive 
Men to their eternal Deſtruction: And yet that 


z/ied in the Redemption of Chriſt ; and can't 
fail of eternal Salvation.--- This, it ſeems, is the 
Doctrine you would direct us to teach to our 
People, 


K | ErineT, Wl 
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EIN ET. I think, Sir, you have ſuf- 
* ficiently expoſed this Gentleman's Opinion, 
Tou would now oblige me, if you would 
give us your ez0n Thoughts upon the Subject 
under Conſideration,” | 


( 
2 


* 


THrtorn. IJacknowledge the Truth of what 
he ſays, that Faith is the Exerciſe of the Mind; 
and that every Man may. #zow the Operations 
of his own Mind : But it does not follow from 
thence, that every Man muſt know whether be 
be, or be not a true Believer.--- Tho? we cannot 


but be conſcious to the Actings of our Minds, 


and feel them operate: yet we may not certainly 
know what is the exact Quality of thoſe Opera- 
tions; and whether our Faith be ſaving and 
true, ar not.--- The Believer may ſenſibly feel 
fuch Exerciſes of Mind, as look very much ite 
true Faith: And yet through the Darkneſs of 
bis Underſtanding, the Prevalence of Tempta- 
tion, or Fear of Preſumption, he may be awful- 

ly jealous, that this is but a counterfeit Grace, 
which may leave him expos'd to Diſappointment 
and Confuſion. Alas, it's to be fear'd, that 
Thouſcn]s deceive themſelves in this moſt con- 
cerning Caſe,by taking the Refemblance for the 
Reality; and hence we may well dread being 
cheated by meer Appearance. Sos 
It muſt alſo be acknowledged, that clear diſ- 
tinct and ſatisfying Eviderce of the Exerciſe of 
Faith is not only atzainable ; but is what has 
been 
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been actually attain'd by many of the Children 
of God, to their unſpeakable Conſolation ; and 
is what ſhould and will be earneſtly pre//ed af- 
ter hy every true Believer. He that can content 
himſelf without Aſſurance, does thereby evidence 
that he has hitherto reſted ſhort of true Faith. 
A true Believer can't willingly be at a dreadful 
Uncertainty, what his eternal State is like to be : 
ut will give Diligence to make bis Calling and 
Hlection jure, --- Manife/tation | is abſolutely ne- 
ceflary to the Comfort, though it be not neceſ- 
ſary to the Safety of a Child of God. It's ne- 
ceſſary to the Foy of Faith, though not to the 
Being*of Faith, But this notwithſtanding, it 
mult be remembred, that it is our Acceptance of? 
Chriſt (and not our Perſuaſion that we have re- 
ceived him) which gives us the Pawer, the Pri- 
vilege, to become the Children of God, Joh. i. 
r2,---It is Chriſt's Righteauſneſs, and not our 
Evidence of an Intereſt in it, that is the Matter 
of our. Juſtification before God, V are juſli- 
fied freely by his Grace, through the Redemp- 
tion that is in Feſus Chriſt. Rom. iii. 23. — 
Accordingly, our Safety is founded upon our 
truſting in Chriſt, and committing our Souls to 
him; and not upon the Satisfaction we have 
in our Minds about it. Eph: i. 12. That we 
fpruld be to the Praiſe of his Glory, who firft . 


arulted in Chrit, 2 Tim. i. 12. Fe is. alle 


to keep that which I have committed to him again 


tbat Day. Whence it follows, that, the Joy / 
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and Peace, which is commonly found, firſt or 
laſt, in a greater or leſſer Degree, in all true 


Believers, is not Faith in Jeſus Chriſt : But a 


Fruit or Conſequence of Faith and the Diſco- 
very of it to their own Conſciences. AFTER 
that ye believed, ye were ſealed with that Holy 
Spirit of Promiſe. Eph. i. 13. 

What a dreadful Train of Conſequences, will 
follow from the Suppoſition, that Faith conſiſts 
in a ſatisfactory Perſuaſion of our good Eftate ! 


Ir 80, Then our Juſtification muſt depend 


upon our Frames; and be as mutable as our 


Comfort. For how often ſoever we want this 


* 


Per ſuaſion, we are Unbelievers; and while 


ſuch, in a State of Condemnation, Fob. iii, 
18,---IF so, then tempted, deſerted, or melan- 
cholly Believers can have no poſſible Means of 
Comfort or Relief. "Thoſe who walk in Dark- 
neſs and ſee no Light, can no Ways be encou- 
raged to truſt in the Lord, and to ay themſelves 
upon their God; as direCted in J. I. 10, ---- 
IF so, the moſt ſecure and preſumptuous Self- 
Flatterers are in the ſafeſt State : And how 
then can that be true, that he who thinketh him- 
ſelf ſomething, when he is nothing, deceiveth him- 
felf ! Gal. vi. 3.---IF so, the Church of La- 


| odicea was in the Exerciſe of a true Faith, when 


ſhe ſaid, I am rich and increaſed with Goods; 
and have Need of Nothing, Rev. iii. 17.--- IF 
so, there can be no Occaſion for the Apoſtle*s 


Exhortation, 2 Cor, xiii, 5, Examine yourſebves . 


whether 
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whether ye be in the Faith. For we can be al- 
ways certain, whether we have a /atisfying Per- 
ſuaſion of our own. good Eſtate, or not. Nor 
is there any Occaſion to give Diligence to make our || 
Calling and Election ſure ; as we are exhorted | 
2 Pet. i. 10. For what Diligence can be want= || 
ing, to know what is the ſettled and ſatisfying 
Perſuaſion of our own Minds ?--- In fine; IF 
SQ, there is no Means left to detect confident 
Self-Deceivers, or to recover bold preſumptuous 
Sinners out of their dangerous Soul-deftroying 
Miftakes. Inſomuch that I don't know what | 
Doctrine can have a directer Tendency to the - 
Deſtruction of Multitudes of poor Sinners, thakk | 
this has. 


L1BERTIN, ** Theſe 8 ſhew the 
©. Darkneſs of your own Mind,” 


Taro. Well | What further Inſtructions 


have you to give, that may enlighten my dark 
Mind? 


LiBERTIN. © You are ſo rooted in your | 
& Prejudices and erroneous Principles, that it: 
„vill be to no Purpoſe t to talk to you my i; 
cc longer.“ 155 1 


Brix gr. © Be e then for my Sake to 


< proceed, according to the mise your made 
me the laſt Night.” 


K 3 LiBERTINe 
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"LI1BERTIN. © One of thoſe legal DoAtrines, 
*© which I then did, and ftill do object againſt, 
* js, That Men are put upon evidencing their 
« Juſtification by their San&ification. This is 
like lighting up a Candle to fee the Sun. By 
<< this they are looking to their own Attainments, 
and not to Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, for Hopes 
of Salvation.“ | 


THrxorpn. Don't you acknowledge, that a 

Life of Holineſs is abſolutely neceſſary to Salva- 

tion; and that without Holineſs no Man can ſee 
the Lord © 


*. rr 


LIBERTIN. I told you before, that Belie- | 
« vers will be holy.” 


THEoPH,, Don't it. therefore follow from 
thence, that thoſe who will zer be holy, are 
not true Believers ?--- Do you yourſelf ſuppoſe, 
that any Man may juſtly efteem himſelf a Child 
of God, while he lives inthe Service of Sin and 
Satan? 8 . 


LIBERTIN. God won't impute Sin to his 

„Children. He has laid upon CHRIST the Ini- 

% guities of us all; and he won't lay *em upon 
them too. | 5 


THEOPH, T thought that the Lord. Jeſus 
Chriſt had not come to ſave Men in their Sins; 
BOSD but 


SS » * 


„but to redeem them from all Iniguity, and to pu- 
5 rify to himſelf a peculiar People, zealous of good 
r Forts: And conſequently, that none have their 
$ Iniquities laid upon Chriſt, but thoſe whom he 
y ſaves from the Power ind Dominion, as well 
3 as the Guilt and Puniſhment of Sin. — Pray, 
8 Sir, anſwer me directly.--Can any Man have 


this Hope in Chriſt, that doth not purify himſelf, 


even as he is pure? And on the contrary, |f 


a Shall not the pure in Heart certainly ſee God ; 


- and he that orders his Converſation aright;partake 


« BB of his Salvation? 


1 3 X 


LiBERTIN., I ene that thefs 


- « are the very Words of the Scripture : but ' 


„5% don't underſtand them; You wreſt the 
”" ee, 


* XP 

e THEOPH. Is it not certainly true, that h 

A who dath Righteouſneſs, is Righteous, even as he 

d is Righteous © And on the contrary, is it not 

d alfo true, that he who finneth, hath not ſeen him, 
neither known him? And that he who committetß 

; Sin, is of the Devil? | 

is 

[- Lira pin . acknowledge, that this 

* alſo is Scripture- Language. 

| aan: Don't the Scriptures ad the 1 

us committing, or the not committing Sin, the diſtin-„ 


guiſhing 
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guiſhing Mark, by which the Children of God 
are manifeſt, and the Children of the Devil ? 


LiBERTIN. It does, I confeſs. 


THneoepn. Well, Is there any other Evidence, 
that would give us a comfortable Claim to the 
Character of God's Children, if this were 
wanting? | „ 


. LiBERTIN, Ves if this ſhould be want- 
ing, the Witneſs of God's Spirit with our Spi- 
< Fits, that we are his Children, is a better 


Evidence in our Favour than this. 


: Ta EoPH, Which Way ſhall we know, that 
we have the Witneſi of God's Spirit; and are not 


| deceived, as many Pretenders to it have certain- 
ly been? 


58 LIiBERTIN. ©* He that believeth on the Son of 


% God, hath the Witneſs in himſelf. He feels it, 
„ he knows it. 


Tork. So ſaid the Ranters, Mug- 
gletonians, and Kamilils before mention'd, But 
both they and you muſt excuſe me from-beliey- 
ing, that the Spirit of God witneſſeth with your 
Spirits, contrary to his Witneſs in his Y/ord.--- 
Where he is a witneſſing Spirit, he is alſo. a 

85 | ſanctifying 
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ſanctifying Spirit. de who live in the Spirit, 
do alſo walk in the Spirit. Gal, v. 2 5. 


LIBERTIN. © Thus blind Men may un- 
„ dertake to judge of Colours, as you ad- 
venture to ſpeak Evil of Things you under- 


And not.“ 


TX HEOPH, Shall we then yam up your In- 
ſtructions upon this Subject? - Vou can't deny 
but that the Scriptures make Holineſs abſolute- 
ly neceflary to Salvation; that no one can 


have this Hope, who don't purify himſelf, as 


Chrift is pure; that every one hath this Hope, "'Þ 


— "M4 K 
_— 7 


that doth thus purify himſelf ; that he who 
dot h Righteouſneſs is righteous; and that they 
who live in Sin, have not ſeen him, neither known 
him ; and- that this is the Light, by which the 
Children of God are manifeſt, and the Chil- 
dren of the Devil. Vou can't but acknow- 
ledge that all this is the very Word of God.--- 
And yet you will hold, that we muſt got evi- 
dence our Juſtification, by that which God 


himſelf has told us is a ſure Mark and Evidence 


of it; and without which he has aſſured us, 
that we are not in a juſtified State, We 
muſt not make it manifeſt to our ſelves whoſe 
Children we are, by that which God himſelf 
has told us, is the proper Manifeſtation of it. 
----And what is the Reaſon why we muſt 
not try ourſelves by this Rule? Becauſe this 


A 


were 
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were to light up a Candle to ſee the 
Sun. We may have a better and clearer W Bu 
% Evidence.” What, without this ! An Evi- yo 
der.ce, that may conſiſt with a Courſe of Sin- 
ning! And may with the greateſt Aſſurance 
be pretended to, by Men of moſt profligate “ 
and abandon'd Lives]! Let theſe but impute Wl <* 
their preſumptuous Confidence to the Spirit off“ 
God, and call it his witneſſing with their Spi- 
rits ; and their State is ſafe -- Vou tell us?“ 
indeed, that they who have this Witneſs, will © 
not ſin But what if they ſhould ?---I con-. 
dlude, you will anſwer with a famous Rabbi“ 
A . the preſent Day, That we muſt not 
* mind Sin any more than a Fly.”--- What 
Sort of Doctrines are theſe ! I hope our thi 
People are better inſttucted by their carnal wt} 
Miniſters (as you are pleaſed to ſtigmatize us) th: 
than to receive ſuch carnal, ſuch dangerous ſer 


and miſchievous Principles as theſe are, ma 

i | en 
LIBER TIN. Poor Soul ! I pity you Ca 
© and your deluded Followers: But I fee ha- 
it is to no Purpoſe to talk any more with by 
you; and therefore muſt bid you Fate-ITi 
* -wel-? f | Or 
mu 
Taxon. I hope, Sir, you won't go awayſ pre 


diſguſted. I have deſign'd no perſonal! Incivi- 
: * or Me in any Thing I Bam bald — 


Bu 
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r But if you are reſolute to 20, I heartily wiſh 
i- you well. 


EPiINET. I ö fee, he is ruffled: He's 
“ gone away in a Pet, But though he's 
gone, I hope you will for my Sake more 
particularly clear up the Subject before us; 
and ſhew how far we may depend upon 
internal Manife/lation of the Love of God, 
as an Evidence of our Safety; and how far 


Q aA _ QA 2_=A ax 


* 


the Comfort of a juſtified State.“ 


THrropn. You may remember, I ſaid ſome- 
ur thing to this in our former Conference. To 
ul which I will now add ;---It is doubtleſs true, 
s) that the Believer may in ſuch a feeling and 
us ſenſible Manner exerciſe Faith in Chriſt, he 
may have ſuch a clear Diſcovery of his Suffici- 
ency, ſo heartily comply with the Goſpel- 
Call, ſo firmly depend upon the Promife ; and 
have all this ſo clearly manifeſted to himſelf 


Time no more doubt of it, than of any other 
Operations of his own Mind.---But then it 
muſt be remembred, that theſe ſenſible Im- 


loſe them: and if the Spirit of God withdraw 
his comforting Influences, he certainly will 
loſe them; and not ſo much as retain a lively 
Idea of the tranſporting Comforts, which he 


© we ought to look to our Sandification for 


by the Spirit of God, that he can at that 


preſſions are but tranſl ent Thin 885 He may 


then 


* 
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then had. And what ſhall he do now ? 
Whither ſhall he betake himſelf for Support ? 
---He remembers indeed, that he has had 
Comfort and Joy : But this Prop is now 
knockt from under him. He goes forward, 
but it is not there And backward, but he can- 
not perceive it. Beſides, Many have pretend- 
ed to the ſame Experience, and to the ſame 
Aſſurance that he has formerly had, who are 
evidently Se/f- Deceivers, And how ſhall he 
know that he is not himſelf likewiſe in a moſt 
dangerous Miſtake, but by the Fruit of the 


Spirit, in his Heart and Life ?---Theſe there- 


fore muſt be conſider'd, as the ordinary and 
fanding Evidences in his Favour. 


If he maintains an habitual Courſe of vital 
and true Holineſs, he thereby clears up his 
| Intereſt in CHRIST. For from him only, the 
Head of Influences, this ſanctifying Change 
in the Man muſt proceed, If he has not a 
Principle of Holineſs in his Heart, and is not 
careful to be practically holy in his Life and 
Converſation, he can't belong to Chri/t, or be 
his Diſciple; He can have no Intereſt in 
- Chriſt, For Chri/t came to ſave his People 

from their Sins,---And if we yet further conſi- 
der this Caſe ; how many true Believers are 
there, who may never have experienced ſuch 
clear, raviſhing, and unqueſtionable Maniſeſta- 


tions of the Love of God to their Souls? And 
5 | which 


0. tf, 3 bud = pan © boy , 4 
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which Way poſſibly can ſuch evidence their 
Juſtification, but by their Sanctification? They 
ſometimes doubt whether their Faith (taken 


under an abſtract Examination) be ſincere, and 


genuine: But they may perhaps find beyond 
Doubt their Sorrow for and Hatred of all Sin, 
their Love to Holineſs, and their unfeigned 
Endeavours of Conformity to God in all 
Things, They find the purifying Effects of 
Faith. By this therefore, they may ſafely con- 


clude their State good, They may ſafely con- 
clude themſelves to be in Chri/t. Feſus, becauſe 
old Things are paſſed away ; and all Things are 


become new in them, ---- In fine, SanQification 
is in it ſelf a good Evidence for us: But 
where that is wanting, we can have none at 
all, 3 


' EpineT. © T muſt acknowledge, Sir, you 


& have ſet this Matter in a clear and convinc 


et ing Light.---Oh ! What wild Schemes this 
Gentleman entertains /--=-We had ſeveral 
er other ſuchDoctrines taught us, in Converſa- 
& tion with him the. laſt N 

* that we are juſtified from Eternity ;. that 
& the Law is not a Rule of Life for Belie- 
© vers; that God fees no Sin in his 


*+* Children, how imperfect ſoever 3 and the 


£6 as 
5 Ike.“ 


ight.. Particularly, ' 
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L. Tazorn, 


* 
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Thorn. The * graciouſly prevent the 
ſpreading of ſuch dangerous Contagion, ---- 


What l Fuftified before we had a Being! 


Pardon'd, before we had ſinned ! Acquitted 
from Guilt, before we were guilty ! Why 
not. ſanctified and glorified too from Eterni- 


ty ? Is it not true of all who Believe not, that 


they are condemned already? Are they juſti- 
| fied from Eternity; and yet condemned for 
their Unbelief?-- What, the Law not aRule of 


Life to Believers! Have they then no Rule 
to walk by ! Are they under no Obligations 
E to Obedience-? Nay, are they not even under 


greater Obligations, from the ſpecial Love of 
| 8⁰ manifeſted to them? Do we then make 
Void the Law by Faith ? Gad forbid ! Yea, 
we e/tabliſh the Law,---What, does God ſee no 
Sin in his Children! Are we not expreſly told, 
that the Thing which David did, diſpleaſed - the 
Tord! 2 Sam. xi. 27. Don't Believers fin 


'_ againft greater Obligations? And are not 


therefore, their Sins eſpecially diſpleaſing to 
God ? Alas, What dreadful Work would thoſe 
range Do#rines make in the World, if Men 
ſhould be. generally acted and influenced by 
them? The Lord deliver us from: luck. ow 
and dangerous Principles ! * 


ErET. «A good Petition 1 now, 
5 Sir, I heartily thank you for your renew'd 


6 : Paine wh me, and K indneſs to me. 1 * 


* — "7 
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&© J ſhall have Occaſion to praiſe God to all 


« Eternity, for my Acquaintance and Con- 
6 verfation with you.--- The Lord requite to 
you this Work and Labour of Love! 


'Tuzopn. May God be with you, my 
Friend! And grant you continued Experi- 
ence of the ſanctifying, quickning, and com- 


forting Infliences of his bleſſed Spirit; that 


you may ge on your Way rejoicing, may ghrißy 


God on Earth, and at laſt enter into the Foy of 


your LORD, in the heavenly, World. 


* 


EIN ET. I thank you, dear Sir, for 


© theſe your friendly Wiſhes : And beg the 
“% Favour of a daily Remembrance in your _ | 


5 Interceffions at the Throne of Grace. 
Sir, I wiſh you a good Night. 


any 


* Turoen. God forbid, that T fhould fin a=. 
gainſ/l the Lord in ceaſing to pray for you K. -I. 
alſo deſire your Prayers for me. My Love to 
all at Home. 
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Pas- 4. On the Necefity of Work of bis- 
victio v, preparatory. to ſaving Faith. 

of 24. On the Evidences, that the SPIRIT of 

| "God js the Author of this Work. 

P. 35. On the Out- cries of awakened Sinners 
in the publick Congregation. 

P. 40. On Agitation, Swaoons, &c. 

P. 43. On rapturous Foys. 


* P. 47. On the Marks of Diſtinction between 


> ..true and falſe Joys. 
83. On ace ing of our own Experiences. 
. 0. On examining and admoniſhing of others. 
P. 62. 'On Judging and cenſuring others as un» 
regenerate. - - 
P, 70. On. ſuddenly pronouncing particular 
Perſons converted. 


P. 73, Advices to a Sinner under Awakenings. 
F. 78. The Manner of Converſion related in a 


particular Inſtance, < 
*. 85. A ſhort Debate between Theephilus and 
| | Libertinus, upon ſome — Con- 


E R RAT . 


l 35. line 6. read, clearings P. 94, I. 16 
We'll now. 
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